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Dear everyone,
I hope you are all suitably full of chocolate, assuming you are reading this after Easter Sunday. We go into the season of celebration, as we remember the forty days that Jesus spent with his friends after his resurrection, and as we move towards Pentecost, when we celebrate the arrival of the Holy Spirit in the lives of everyone who says yes to Jesus.

In March, right across Cumbria we had a weekend called Moving Mountains, where we welcomed guests such as Ace from Gladiators, and John, who is a leader in the healing ministry of the church. Some of our young folk met the Archbishop of York, whilst the younger ones made new friends at the Oval Centre and learned some circus skills.

But what now? In the conversations which took place at soup lunches or men’s breakfasts, or in the Old Chapel at Distington, perhaps something came up that you didn’t understand. Perhaps there is a lot about Christianity that you have always wanted to question and challenge, or perhaps you know friends and family who have questions. On April 24th in St Marys Church Hall, we will be starting an Alpha Course, where folk are free to ask anything about the Christian faith. We are going to have Alpha plus dessert. 

If you are curious, why not come along and see if it helps. Or bring someone who has questions. It would be great if you could let me know you are coming, just so we have an idea of numbers.

[image: image3.wmf]Look forward to seeing you and yours there. In the meantime, enjoy this season of celebration, as we rejoice in the victory of Easter.
With love,
Julia 
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M.U. News
Many members were able to attend our March meeting when we had a very interesting talk given by two police officers Helen Whelan and Matt Brannon. They talked to us about their roles as police officers from Cumbrian Constabulary based in West Cumbria and seconded within Sellafield as part of their duties. Helen told us about her almost thirty years of service and how duties have changed over the years. 
We were told about the Herbert Protocol, a new initiative adopted by police services across the country, which helps to find missing persons, especially those suffering with dementia. The idea is to keep detailed information about vulnerable people which could assist if someone goes missing. Many questions were given and answered by Helen and Matt. It was a most valuable evening.

Notices given out included the AGM decision that on speaker nights we should give £2 instead of the £1 evening fee. Also it was agreed that our summer meal in June would be a buffet at the Galloping Horse. Friends as well as members very welcome.

Dates to Remember
Monday 9th April – Deanery Lady Day, Seaton 7.00pm

Thursday 12th April – Tom O’Donnel – Children in Moldova

Kitchen ladies – Leah, Sylvia and Eleanor

Thank you

Ruth would like to thank all the people who sent one flowers and cards for my 80th Birthday. Also thanks to Pam and Gordon for all their work to make it a happy day.

Tuesday Morning Gang

We currently have a group who meet on Tuesday mornings (9.30 to 11.30) to do odd jobs around the Church and Church Hall. If you have some spare time and would like to help please contact Ian Smith (831246)
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      @ Harrington
An Alpha course is being run in the Church Hall, St Mary’s on the Hill, Harrington.

We meet on a Tuesday evening from 7.00 to 9.00pm from the 24th of April to the end of June 

for pudding and α.
If you want to know more call or email Julia Powley: 01946 830215 or Julia@powley.plus.com or Andrew Callaway:

01946 833223 or a.callaway@talktalk.net 
If you have a question
Alpha might have the answer.
Our Regular Activities
	
	Events (many of these activities only run during term time. Please use contact number for details)
	Contact (all codes 01946 unless otherwise stated

	Sunday
	Services in Church at 8.00am and 10.30am (for further details of services, see page 12).
Go 4 It during 10.30am service on 4th Sunday of the month 
Study Group at 7pm on alternate Sunday evenings
	Rev Julia Powley 830215
Ann 832384

Susan 832653

Rev Julia Powley

830215

	Monday
	Pram Club 10 – 11.30am, Church Hall
Explorer Scouts 7.15 – 9.15pm, Scout Hut, East Avenue
	Marion Walker
834470
Andrew Hardy
832810

	Tuesday
	Cubs 6 – 7.30pm, Scout Hut
Youth Group 6.15pm – 7.45pm 

(alternate Tuesdays)

Crafty Mary’s 3rd Tuesday 7.00pm
	Fiona Woodward 832506
Andrew Callaway

833223

Rev Julia Powley

830215

	Wednesday
	Beavers 5.30-6.30pm, Scout Hut
Scouts 7 – 9pm, Scout Hut
	John Fleming 833630

Andrew Brown 832384

	Thursday
	Holy Communion 9.30am, Church

Pram Club 10 – 11.30am, Church Hall
Choir Practice 7 – 8pm, Church

Mothers Union (2nd Thursday of month) 7.00pm, Church Hall
	Rev Julia Powley 830215

Carole Pattinson

830222
Ann Hill 830072

Audrey Armstrong 830507

	Saturday
	Messy Church – (3rd Saturday of month) 4pm to 6pm, Church Hall 
Soup on Saturday - (2nd Saturday of month) 11.30am – 1pm, Hall
Men’s Breakfast – (last Saturday of the month) 9.30am.
	Rev Julia Powley

830215

Rev Julia Powley

830215

Ron Hill
830072


From the Registers – February 2018
HOLY BAPTISM
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We give thanks to God for the gift of new life.  We remember in our prayers those little ones who have recently been baptised:

4th February – Harrison Shield (born 08,09,17)

18th February – Olivia Akitt (born 30,08,17)

18th February – Tommy Hunter (born 17,08,17)

25th February – Georgia Thomson (born 18,05,17)

25th February – Mikey Branthwaite (born 26,05,17)

We pray for the parents and Godparents and their responsibility to bring up these children in the faith. 

THE DEPARTED
We remember those whose earthly journey has come to an end: 

Eric Cowen who died on 16thJanuary 2018 aged 87
Tom Ashmore who died on 19th January 2018 aged 79

Margaret Hetherington who died on 22nd January 2018 aged 70

Harry Best who died on 15th December 2017 aged 90

Muriel McLuckie who died on 25th January aged 86

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	We commend all our departed loved ones to God’s eternal love and care.  We remember all those who have lost loved ones and pray that God may strengthen, comfort and support them in their bereavement. 


	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Readings for April
April 1st    Easter Sunday    

Acts 10 vs 34 - 43    John 20 vs 1 - 18

April 8th    Easter 1    

Acts 4 vs 32 - 35    John 20 vs 19 - end

April 15th    Easter 2    

Acts 3 vs 12 - 19    Luke 24 vs 36b - 48

April 22nd    Easter 3    

Acts 4 vs 5 - 12    John 10 vs 11 - 18

April 29th    Easter 4   

Acts 8 vs 26 - 40    John 15 vs 1 - 8

Church Rota – April
Date

Reader
Prayers
Sidespersons

Chalice
1st April
Carol C


Julie H & Andrea

Ann H & Muriel
8th April
Wrena


Margaret & Ann D

Family service
15th April
Graham
Carol C
Muriel & Liz


Chris &
22nd April




Parade service
29th April
Mary Fr


Wrena & Leah

Mary Fr & Anne Fr
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Church Cleaning – April
7th April   – Mary Francis & Pat Davis
14th April – Jackie Murray & Charles Murray
21st April – Andrea McTaggart
28th April – Eleanor Kerr & Ann Weir
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Coffee Morning Rota – April
1st April – Leah& Pam
8th April – Scouts & Julie Topping
15th April – Muriel & Liz
22nd April – Ann Hill & Carole
29th April – Wrena & Andrea

If you can’t make any of these dates, please arrange a swap with someone.
Church of England welcomes Scout decision that ‘Duty to 
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Collections for February 2018
4th - £160.50

11th - £212.00

18th - £228.27

25th - £172.00

Our thanks to those who continue to support us with their giving.
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Did you know that if you are a taxpayer, for every £1 donation you make to the Church we can claim 25p tax back from H M Revenue & Customs (at no extra cost to you). If you have not already signed a Gift Aid declaration please see Ann Brown for a form.












Thank You
Five good reasons for coming to the Annual General Meeting

1. Coffee/tea and biscuits

2. So that you find out what has been going on over the past year

3. So that you will hear about what we hope will happen in the next year

4. So that you can see how the toilet and kitchen is coming along. . . .

5. You get the chance to have your say.

So, look forward to seeing you there, April 22nd after the family parade service.
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St Mary’s Horticultural Show
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Saturday 25th August 2018
The sections this year will include the following classes:-

Grow Section (Fruit and Vegetables) – potatoes, carrots, tomatoes, onions, corn on the cob, turnips, cucumbers, rhubarb, raspberries, gooseberries, beetroot, cabbage, mangetout, French beans and pea pods.

Grow Section (Flowers) – Vase of mixed flowers, gladioli, dahlias, roses, sweet peas, sunflowers, a flowering pot plant and an arrangement in a sherry or wine glass.
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Cook Section – Pot of jam, fruit vodka, fruit gin, ginger bread, lemon drizzle cake, tray bake, lemon cheese, rum butter, Victoria sandwich, decorated cup-cakes, scones, biscuits, afternoon tea on a tea plate and fudge.
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Handicraft Section – Hand knitted article, crocheted article, cross stitch article, homemade child’s birthday card, a photo with “a splash of yellow”, a home-made cushion, a painting or sketch and an article in any other craft.
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Kids Section – Rock buns, decorated rich tea biscuits, creature made from liquorice allsorts, a photo of “a happy day”, a hand written thank you letter and a jam jar of garden flowers.
Show catalogues with full details of all entries will be available shortly.
If you require any further information, contact Andrew Brown - 01946 832384.
Church Hall

The Church Hall is available for private hire. Please contact Sheila Richardson (07710 996695) for further details and bookings.
St Mary’s Church, Harrington – 250 Club
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 If you haven't already got your number but would like to be in the draw there are a few numbers left, please see Anne Falcon.

March winners:

1st number 170 Margaret Norman

2nd number 2 Fiona Woodward

3rd number 133 Rowena care/o Andrea McTaggart 

Thank you to everyone who supports the 250 Club.

A reminder that this years subs are due, if you want to join in have a chat to Anne Falcon.

Soup on Saturday
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At St Mary’s Parish Church Hall, Harrington

[image: image19.jpg]


Good Food and Good Company

Saturday 14th April 11.30am – 1pm

ALL WELCOME
Come and join us for a bowl of delicious homemade soup, a bread roll and a cup of tea/coffee all for just £2.00 – we do hope you can join us and we guarantee a warm welcome to all.

[image: image20.wmf]Home Communion
If you know of anyone who would like home communion please contact Julia (01946 830215)

Important Dates – April 2018
Sunday 1st April

Holy Communion



8.00am





Holy Communion



10.30am

Thursday 5th April 
Holy Communion



9.30am





Mothers Union



7.00pm
Sunday 8th April

Holy Communion



8.00am





Holy Communion



10.30am





Study group



7.00pm

Thursday 12th April 
Holy Communion



9.30am





Mothers Union



7.00pm
Saturday 14th April   
Soup on Saturday   11.30am - 1.00pm
Sunday 15th April
Holy Communion



8.00am





Holy Communion



10.30am





Study group



7.00pm
Tuesday 17th April
Crafty Marys



7.00pm
Thursday 19th April
Holy Communion



9.30am





Choir practice



7.00pm
Sunday 22nd April
Holy Communion



8.00am





Parade then AGM


10.30am





Healing service



6.00pm
Tuesday 24th April
Alpha course



7.00pm

Thursday 26th April
Holy Communion



9.30am





Choir practice



7.00pm
Friday 27th April 
Film Club




7.00pm

Saturday 28th April
Men’s breakfast



9.30am

Sunday 29th April
Holy Communion



8.00am





Holy Communion
& Go for it
10.30am
Easter faith

Three years after the Russian Revolution of 1917, a great anti-God rally was arranged in Kiev. The powerful orator Bukharin was sent from Moscow, and for an hour he demolished the Christian faith with argument, abuse and ridicule. At the end there was silence.

Then a man rose and asked to speak. He was a priest of the Russian Orthodox Church. He went and stood next to Bukharin. Facing the people, he raised his arms and spoke just three triumphant words: 'Christ is risen!'

At once the entire assembly rose to their feet and gave the joyful response, 'He is risen indeed!' It was a devastating moment for an atheist politician, who had no answer to give to this ancient Easter liturgy. He had not realised he was simply too late: how can you convince people who have already experienced God, that He does not exist? 

Prayer for faith and freedom
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Almighty God,

Lord of life, we thank you for the life and death of Jesus. Most of all we thank you for His resurrection which changed the world and made it possible for us to know you as our loving, gracious Father.

Lord, when we feel locked in, imprisoned by fears and circumstances, help us to remember that locked doors mean nothing to you. You can set us free. You can help us. You give strength for today and tomorrow. You give us new life as your children, through faith in Jesus.

May we open our hearts to your help today; to receive from you the peace and power that we need - and then to share it.

In Jesus' name, Amen.

By Daphne Kitching
House insurance up for renewal?
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Ecclesiastical founded in 1887 to insure the Anglican church, Ecclesiastical is the UK's leading church insurer. They provide specialist church insurance for church buildings and church people, as well as a range of expert guidance, advice and support. Their home insurance cover is very good. 

This year Ecclesiastical is 130 years old. To mark this they are offering £130 to go to your church if you take out home insurance with them. When your insurance is due for renewal maybe have a look at Ecclesiastical and see if they are competitive. 

Their website is www.ecclesiastical.com  

Keith Danby joined our worship in March; he is the Chief Executive of Safe Families for Children an organisation that helps families going through times of great stress. The organisation is expanding its work into Cumbria and there are some new job opportunities. Here is the link to the job posting for the staff needed to do the Safe Families for Children West Cumbria family support. Feel free to share this if you know someone who may be interested.

  

https://www.safefamiliesforchildren.com/events/west-cumbria-vacancies
St Mary’s Youth Group

Meets every other Tuesday from 6.30pm to 8.00pm. Meet up with your friends, learn more about our faith and have fun.

Held at 36 Seadown Drive, High Harrington. Call Andrew on 07963 755905 for more details. 
Parish Magazine
Thank you to all distributors who deliver the parish magazine all through the year, in all weathers - your help is much appreciated.

We have now revised all the distribution lists and it would be good if we could keep these lists up to date. To enable us to do this, if you add or remove anyone from your list please let Ann Brown know, thank you.

Also, if you are reading this magazine and don't receive a monthly copy (but would like to) or if you know someone who would like to receive the magazine each month, please contact Ann Brown (01946 832384) and we will add you to the relevant distribution list. There are 10 issues each year and the cost is £4.00 per year.[image: image23.jpg]Yy









BOOK CLUB
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Do you enjoy reading and like to have a chat about the books you read? If you do then our Book Club is just for you. We meet in the Church Hall every other month after Soup on Saturday. The next meeting is on Saturday 12th May 2018 at 1.00pm and the book we are discussing is ‘The heretic’ by Henry Vyner-Brooks who will be joining us for the discussion.
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Go 4 It
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[image: image27.wmf]Go 4 It is usually held on the fourth Sunday of the month at 10.30am in the Church Hall and is for children of all ages - parents are more than welcome to join us or you can join the service in Church if you wish. Go 4 It includes crafts, songs, stories, games and prayers. We then join the service in Church at approximately 11.15am. All welcome – come along and join us!
Men’s breakfast
If you like good company, good food and a good chat then men’s breakfast is right up your street. We meet at the Galloping Horse usually on the last Saturday of the month at 9.30am. If you want to know more give Ron Hill a call (830072) or pop along to our next breakfast on Saturday 28th April.
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Pram Club
Pram Club meets in the Church Hall on Mondays and Thursdays from 10am to 11.30am during term time. Parents, Grandparents and carers are all welcome – have a chat and a cuppa and watch the children play.
Welcome Packs
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We have put together welcome packs for families moving into the new estates in Harrington. They contain general information about the area (schools, doctors, libraries, shops, local clubs etc), bus timetables, bin collection dates etc as well as information about St Marys and what we do and (most importantly) chocolate. If you notice someone new moving into a house near you, please ask for a pack to deliver to them and say hello! 
May Magazine

We would be pleased to receive any articles, news or items of interest for inclusion in the Parish magazine. If anyone has anything to be included in the May 2018 magazine, please give it to Julia or Andrew or Carol Callaway before 18th April 2018.
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 Film Club 
Next Film Club Evening is Friday 27th April at 7pm. There is no charge to either join the club or view films but a suggested donation of £2 for each film you watch would be great. This is just to cover our costs and will include tea, coffee or juice.  If you would like to bring your own wine we will provide glasses. Film club is open to anyone over the age of 18.

Crafty Mary’s

We now have a craft club at St Mary’s on the third Tuesday of each month in the Church Hall. Please don’t feel that you have to be good at something – we just want to get together with friends for a cuppa and enjoy making/doing or whatever – some of us have now started making things for charities. If you are interested, please come and join us on Tuesday 17th April and bring your friends – all are very welcome.

Open Tuesday has started …     
We are now opening our church on Tuesdays from 10.30 a.m.  until 3 p.m.

Come along and have a look around, learn a little more about St Mary’s, spend time in quiet prayer or reflection, introduce a friend to our building or come for a chat – sometimes the kettle is on!

If you can spare an hour and a half and want to help out please add your name to the sheet at the back of church or see Carol Callaway.
Note the church is not open on Tuesday 3rd April.
April Crossword
Across

1  ‘The baby in my — leaped for joy’ (Luke 1:44) (4) 3 A ‘don’t know’ in matters of faith (8)

9  In the distant past (Jeremiah 2:20) (4,3)

10 Armada (1 Kings 10:22) (5)

11 Where Moses was confronted with the burning bush (Exodus 3:1) (5)

12 Hair colour indicative of skin infection (Leviticus 13:30) (6)

14 ‘The worries of this life and the — of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful’ (Matthew 13:22) (13)

17 Expel (2 Kings 13:23) (6)

19 What Jesus wrapped round his waist when he washed his disciples’ feet (John 13:4) (5)

22 The sixth plague to afflict the Egyptians (Exodus 9:9) (5)

23 For nine (anag.) (7)

24 Where there is no time (Psalm 93:2) (8)

25 Goliath’s challenge to the Israelite army in the Valley of Elah: ‘This day I — the ranks of Israel!’ (1 Samuel 17:10) (4)

Down

1  ‘I will become angry with them and forsake them; I — — my face from them’ (Deuteronomy 31:17) (4,4)

2  Usual description of prophets such as Amos, Hosea, Micah, and so on (5)

4  ‘They cannot see the light of the gospel of the — — — , who is the image of God’ (2 Corinthians 4:4) (5,2,6)

5  An animal’s internal edible parts (Leviticus 4:11) (5)

6  Popular 20th-century religious novel by Lloyd C. Douglas, which became a 1953 film starring Richard Burton (3,4)

7  ‘A — on a hill cannot be hidden’ (Matthew 5:14) (4)

8  One of the exiles, a descendant of Bebai, who married a foreign woman (Ezra 10:28) (6)

13 Old Testament hymn-singing (8)

15 ‘And O what transport of delight from thy pure — floweth’ (7)

16 Of felt (anag.) (3,3)

18 ‘So — the — sets you free, you will be free indeed’ (John 8:36) (2,3)

20 Comes between ‘bad’ and ‘worst’ (John 5:14) (5)

21 ‘Neither height nor depth... will be — to separate us from the love of God’ (Romans 8:39) (4)

MARCH ANSWERS
ACROSS: 1, Awaken. 4, Quench. 8, Hit me. 9, Sadness. 10, Semitic. 11, Ridge. 12, Testimony. 17, Psalm. 19, Indulge. 21, Deserve. 22, Ariel. 23, Rose as. 24, Beggar.

DOWN: 1, Aghast. 2, Attempt. 3, Eject. 5, Undergo. 6, No end. 7, Hasten. 9, Sacrifice. 13, Samaria. 14, Yelling. 15, Spider. 16, Dealer. 18, Asses. 20, Drake.
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