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Dear friends,
As I woke up this morning to the strains of  Radio 2, the presenter was introducing their Christmas golden oldie, a song called Christmas Alphabet. I recognised it, but had never actually listened to the words before. So, I listened, waiting for anything to do with a baby or a manger to be mentioned. But nothing. It was a great song, all about mistletoe and Santa, but Jesus was missing.

So, I decided to write an alternative version. It fits the same tune, but has a little more to say about what we are about to celebrate. I hope  you enjoy it.
C is for the Christ Child who was born so long ago

H reminds us that He came from Heaven to earth below.

R is for His royalty - this baby is our King.

I and every Christian know we owe Him everything.

S is for the shepherds, first to hear the angel choir.

T is for the treasures brought by wise men from afar.

M is for His mother Mary, saying yes to God.

A for angels telling us the good news of His love.

S is Jesus Christ our Saviour, born to pay our debt.

And that's the Vicar's version of the Christmas Alphabet.
[image: image3.png]


Whichever version you sing this Christmas, I pray that you will know the presence of Jesus in your celebrations, and that you will know His richest blessings in 2018.
Happy Christmas.
With love,
Julia x
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M.U. News
Charlotte Hardy enthralled us at our November meeting with a talk about her month long visit to Ecuador. She was with a group of students working with community projects in a variety of villages. Building walls, painting, helping to develop a school and toilet building featured in her time there. We saw lots of photos on screen and asked lots of questions.
Our December meeting is our own carols and poems evening. Don’t forget your candles.
£18 annual subscriptions will be collected then.

Arrangements will be made for our January meal out.

Teas for December  - 

Dates to Remember
Monday 4th December – 7pm Deanery carol service at Dearham
Sunday 10th – Fair – donations and items to Muriel Hill please

Thursday 14th – our own carol night

Thursday 11th January 2018 – Christmas meal

House insurance up for renewal?
Ecclesiastical founded in 1887 to insure the Anglican church, Ecclesiastical is the UK's leading church insurer. They provide specialist church insurance for church buildings and church people, as well as a range of expert guidance, advice and support. Their home insurance cover is very good. 
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This year Ecclesiastical is 130 years old. To mark this they are offering £130 to go to your church if you take out home insurance with them. When your insurance is due for renewal maybe have a look at Ecclesiastical and see if they are competitive. 

Their website is www.ecclesiastical.com  
Our Regular Activities
	
	Events (many of these activities only run during term time. Please use contact number for details)
	Contact (all codes 01946 unless otherwise stated

	Sunday
	Services in Church at 8.00am and 10.30am (for further details of services, see page 12).
Go 4 It during 10.30am service on 4th Sunday of the month 
Study Group at 7pm on alternate Sunday evenings
	Rev Julia Powley 830215
Ann 832384

Susan 832653

Rev Julia Powley

830215

	Monday
	Pram Club 10 – 11.30am, Church Hall
Explorer Scouts 7.15 – 9.15pm, Scout Hut, East Avenue
	Wrena Messenger 831241

Andrew Hardy
832810

	Tuesday
	Cubs 6 – 7.30pm, Scout Hut
Youth Group 6.15pm – 7.45pm 

(alternate Tuesdays)

Crafty Mary’s 3rd Tuesday 7.00pm
	Fiona Woodward 832506
Andrew Callaway

833223

Rev Julia Powley

830215

	Wednesday
	Beavers 5.30-6.30pm, Scout Hut
Scouts 7 – 9pm, Scout Hut
	John Fleming 833630

Andrew Brown 832384

	Thursday
	Holy Communion 9.30am, Church

Pram Club 10 – 11.30am, Church Hall
Choir Practice 7 – 8pm, Church

Mothers Union (2nd Thursday of month) 7.00pm, Church Hall
	Rev Julia Powley 830215

Carole Pattinson

830222
Ann Hill 830072

Audrey Armstrong 830507

	Saturday
	Messy Church – (3rd Saturday of month) 4pm to 6pm, Church Hall 
Soup on Saturday - (2nd Saturday of month) 11.30am – 1pm, Hall
Men’s Breakfast – (last Saturday of the month) 9.30am.
	Rev Julia Powley

830215

Rev Julia Powley

830215

Ron Hill
830072


From the Registers – September 2017
HOLY BAPTISM
We give thanks to God for the gift of new life.  We remember in our prayers those little ones who have recently been baptised:

[image: image6.wmf]1st October - Thomas Plaskett (born 19.12.16)

1st October - Zac Bedford (born 14.03.17)

1st October – Darcey Bowman (born 14.07.16)

1st October – George Blinco (born 7.06.17)

8th October – Preyah Hadfield (born 27.06.17)

8th October – Elsie Anderson (24.01.17)

22nd October – Isabella Black (born 28.06.17)

29th October – Carter Askew (born 4.05.17)

29th October – Dalton Dmyttowski-Jones (born 25.04.17)


We pray for the parents and Godparents and their responsibility to bring up these children in the faith. 
THE DEPARTED
We remember those whose earthly journey has come to an end: 

Dorothy Beck who died on 23rd September 2017 aged 85
Robert Heskett who died on 25th September 2017 aged 97

Charles McFall who died on the 8th October 2017 aged 84

Elsie McClure who died on the 19th October 2017 aged 95
We commend all our departed loved ones to God’s eternal love and care.  We remember all those who have lost loved ones and pray that God may strengthen, comfort and support them in their bereavement. 

Readings for December/January
December 3rd    Advent Sunday    
Isaiah 64 vs 1 - 9    
Mark 13 vs 24 - 37

December 10th    Advent 2   
Isaiah 40 vs 1 - 11    
Mark 1 vs 1 - 8 
December 17th    Advent 3   
Isaiah 61 vs 1 - 4 and 8 - 11 

John 1 vs 6 - 8 and 19 - 28    

December 24th    Advent 4    
2 Samuel 7 vs 1 - 11 and 16    
Luke 1 vs 26 - 38 

December 24th Midnight    
Isaiah 9 vs 2 - 7   
 Luke 2 vs 1 - 14

December 25th    Christmas Day   
Hebrews 1 vs 1 - 12    
John 1 vs 1 - 14

December 31st    Christmas 1    
Isaiah 61 vs 10 - 62 vs 3   
 Luke 2 vs 15 - 21

January 7th    Epiphany   
Isaiah 60 vs 1 - 6    
Matthew 2 vs 1 - 12

January 14th    Epiphany 2    
Revelation 5 vs 1 - 10   John 1 vs 43 - end

January 21st    Epiphany 3    
Revelation 19 vs 6 - 10    John 2 vs 1 - 11

January 28th    Epiphany 4    
Revelation 12 vs 1 - 5a    Mark 1 vs 21 – 28
CHILDREN SOCIETY
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who returned their collection boxes promptly this year and to let you know that we raised £416 for this worthy charity.  Anyone who would like to have a collection box to save over the year please get in touch with me.

Once again a big thank you.

Carole Pattinson
Church Rota – December/January
Date

Reader
Prayers
Sidespersons

Chalice
3rd Dec
Kelly



Jacky & Kelly

Chris & Fiona
10th Dec
Susan


Karen & Alan

Family service
17th Dec
Julie



Muriel & Liz


Charles & Leah
24th Dec
Wrena
Ron

Julie H & Andrea

Anne H & Muriel
31st Dec
James


Pauline & Marion

Ian & Anne W
7th Jan
Carol C


Julie H & Andrea

Mary Fr & Anne F
14th Jan
Mary Fr


Margaret & Ann D

Family service
21st Jan
Ann H


Muriel & Liz


Ian & Ann W

28th Jan
Jacky

Ron

Jacky & Kelly

Charles & Leah
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Church Cleaning – December
2nd Dec – Marion Walker & Brenda Hodgson
9th Dec – Ann Brown & Susan Janulis
16th Dec – Linda Moffat
23rd Dec – Anne Falcon & Debbie Yates
30th Dec – Pam Douglas & Julie Hardy
6th Jan – Marilyn Cowen & Phyllis Bell
13th Jan – Mary Francis & Pat Davis
20th Jan – Jackie Murray & Charles Murray
27th Jan – Andrea Mc Taggart
Coffee Morning Rota – December
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3rd Dec – Leah & Pam
10th Dec – Scouts

17th Dec – Muriel & Liz

24th Dec – Wrena & Andrea

31st Dec – Ann H & Carole

7th Jan – Margaret & Audrey

14th Jan – Scouts

21st Jan – Ruth & Marion

28th Jan – Ann Brown & Susan

If you can’t make any of these dates, please arrange a swap with someone.
Church of England welcomes Scout decision that ‘Duty to 
Collections for October 2017
1st
 - £147.50

8th
 - £243.00

15th
 - £181.00

22nd
 - £210.47

29th
 - £198.00
Our thanks to those who continue to support us with their giving.
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Did you know that if you are a taxpayer, for every £1 donation you make to the Church we can claim 25p tax back from H M Revenue & Customs (at no extra cost to you). If you have not already signed a Gift Aid declaration please see Ann Brown for a form.












Thank You
St Mary’s Church, Harrington – 250 Club
 If you haven't already got your number but would like to be in the draw there are a few numbers left, please see Anne Falcon.
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October Winners:- 


1st 188 Marilyn Cowan

2nd 24 Dorothy Dodds

3rd Muriel Hill.

Church Hall
The Church Hall is available for private hire. Please contact Sheila Richardson (07710 996695) for further details and bookings.
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Harrington Scouts
Christmas Card Delivery Service, drop your cards in the special post boxes at St Mary’s Church Hall, Scout Hut on East Avenue

Pioneer & The Galloping Horse (if open)
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We will deliver to:-

High Harrington, Harrington & Salterbeck for a small donation

Last drop Friday 8th December – All cards will be 

delivered on Sunday 10th December

Merry Christmas from Harrington Scout Group

Do You Enjoy Singing?
If you enjoy singing, have you ever thought about joining the Church choir? Some weeks our numbers are a bit thin on the ground and new faces are always very welcome. If you are interested please have a chat with Julia or Ann Hill.

Soup on Saturday
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At St Mary’s Parish Church Hall, Harrington
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Good Food and Good Company

Saturday 9th December 11.30am – 1pm

ALL WELCOME
Come and join us for a bowl of delicious homemade soup, a bread roll and a cup of tea/coffee all for just £2.00 – we do hope you can join us and we guarantee a warm welcome to all.
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Home Communion
If you know of anyone who would like home communion please contact Julia (01946 830215)

Winter Trees
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Winter trees, of growth denuded
Bow their heads to wind and snow
Bow towards a lonely stable
Unto which some shepherds go.
Trees that seem so cold and lifeless
Bow toward that heavenly glow.

In that shed, a new-born infant
Bathed in golden lantern’s light
Shepherds kneel in awe and wonder
At the gift of God this night.
E’en the trees so bare do whisper
Wondrous praises at that sight.

Winter trees will soon be verdant
When the winter turns to spring.           
We, like them, can be as joyful
Death has lost its fatal sting.
For that babe within a manger
Brings good news of which we sing.

Glory be to God in Heaven
Glory be to God, we cry
For His gift, so freely given
His own precious Son to die.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
We can live with Him on high!

By Nigel Beeton
Go 4 It
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Go 4 It is usually held on the fourth Sunday of the month at 10.30am in the Church Hall and is for children of all ages - parents are more than welcome to join us or you can join the service in Church if you wish. Go 4 It includes crafts, songs, stories, games and prayers. We then join the service in Church at approximately 11.15am. All welcome – come along and join us!

Important Dates – December 2017
Saturday 2nd Dec
Men’s breakfast



9.30am

Sunday 3rd Dec

Holy Communion



8.00am





Holy Communion  
     

10.30am




Advent study



7.00pm

Thursday 7th Dec 
Holy Communion



9.30am





Choir practice



7.00pm
Saturday 9th Dec    
Soup on Saturday   11.30am - 1.00pm
Sunday 10th Dec

Holy Communion



8.00am

Christmas family parade service
10.30am





Christmas fair



11.45
Thursday 14th Dec 
Holy Communion



9.30am





Mothers Union



7.00pm
Friday 15th Dec

Carols in Victoria Square

11.45 am
Sunday 17th Dec

Holy Communion



8.00am





Holy Communion     


10.30am




Carol service with refreshments 6.00pm
Thursday 21st Dec
Holy Communion



9.30am





Choir practice



7.00pm
Christmas Eve
Holy Communion



8.00am


Holy Communion



10.30am


Christingle/Crib service

3.30pm


Sung Eucharist



11.30pm





Christmas Day

Christmas Eucharist


10.30am
Thursday 28th Dec
No Communion service

Sunday 31st Dec

Holy Communion



8.00am





Holy Communion



10.30am
Important Dates – January 2018
Thursday 4th Jan
Holy Communion



8.00am




Choir practice



7.00pm

Sunday 7th Jan

Holy Communion



8.00am





Holy Communion



10.30am

Thursday 11th Jan
Holy Communion



8.00am





Mothers Union meal


7.00pm

Friday 12th Jan

Film Club




7.00pm

Saturday 13th Jan 
Soup on Saturday   11.30am - 1.00pm
Sunday 14th Jan

Holy Communion



8.00am





Family service in Church Hall
10.30am





Study group



7.00pm

Tuesday 16th Jan
Crafty Marys



7.00pm

Thursday 18th Jan
Holy Communion



8.00am





Choir practice



7.00pm

Saturday 20th Jan
Messy Marys

4.00pm – 6.00pm
Sunday 21st Jan

Holy Communion



8.00am





Holy Communion



10.30am

Thursday 25th Jan
Holy Communion



8.00am





Choir practice



7.00pm

Sunday 28th Jan

Holy Communion



8.00am





Holy Communion



10.30am





Go for it




10.30am





Study group



7.00pm
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          Messy Marys
Messy Church is held on the third Saturday of every month in St Mary’s Church Hall on Beckstone Close from 4pm to 6pm.
The next Messy Church is on Saturday 20th January 2018
Messy Church is for all the family and includes a number of craft activities, songs, a story and some prayers all based on the theme [image: image21.jpg]N
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for the day.
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We then finish with a shared meal together.

Come and join us – and bring your friends. 
(Please note that all children must be accompanied by an adult)
The December Messy Church is the Christingle and Crib Service On Christmas Eve in Church at 3.30pm






BOOK CLUB
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Do you enjoy reading and like to have a chat about the books you read? If you do then our Book Club is just for you. We meet in the Church Hall every other month after Soup on Saturday. The next meeting is on Saturday 13th January 2018 at 1.00pm and the book we are discussing is ‘The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society’.
Camels

In a little girl’s Christmas drawing, two of the camels were approaching the inn, over which was pictured a huge star. The third camel and its rider were going directly away from it. ‘Why is the third man going in a different direction?’ her mother asked. She replied, ‘Oh, he’s looking for a place to park.’

St Mary’s Youth Group

Meets every other Tuesday from 6.15pm to 7.45pm. Meet up with your friends, learn more about our faith and have fun.
Held at 36 Seadown Drive, High Harrington. Call Andrew on 07963 755905 for more details. 
[image: image24.png]ofe
( SCOoUts



Pram Club
Pram Club meets in the Church Hall on Mondays and Thursdays from 10am to 11.30am during term time. Parents, Grandparents and carers are all welcome – have a chat and a cuppa and watch the children play.
Welcome Packs
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We have put together welcome packs for families moving into the new estates in Harrington. They contain general information about the area (schools, doctors, libraries, shops, local clubs etc), bus timetables, bin collection dates etc as well as information about St Marys and what we do and (most importantly) chocolate. If you notice someone new moving into a house near you, please ask for a pack to deliver to them and say hello! 
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 Film Club 
Next Film Club Evening is Friday 12th January at 7pm. There is no charge to either join the club or view films but a suggested donation of £2 for each film you watch would be great. This is just to cover our costs and will include tea, coffee or juice.  If you would like to bring your own wine we will provide glasses. Film club is open to anyone over the age of 18.
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Crafty Mary’s

We now have a craft club at St Mary’s on the third Tuesday of each month in the Church Hall. Please don’t feel that you have to be good at something – we just want to get together with friends for a cuppa and enjoy making/doing or whatever – some of us have now started making things for charities. If you are interested, please come and join us on Tuesday 16th January and bring your friends – all are very welcome.
Christmas presents

Catching her in the act, I confronted our three-year-old granddaughter. ‘Are you opening your little sister’s presents?’ I demanded. ‘No,’ she innocently replied, ‘I'm just helping her learn to share.’

Christmas pageant

My three children were in the Christmas pageant. I was so proud. My daughter was playing Mary. One son was a shepherd. And my other son was a Wise Man. My shepherd son had practised his lines over and over, but when the time came, he was nervous and said, ‘We found the babe wrapped in wrinkled clothes.’
To which Mary replied, ‘That's not wrinkled clothes, that's dirty rotten clothes!’ Giggles from the audience followed, but the play went on. Until my Wise Man son, wearing his father's bath robe and paper crown knelt by the manger and said, ‘We are the three Wise Men and we are bringing gifts of gold, common sense and fur.’
February Magazine

We would be pleased to receive any articles, news or items of interest for inclusion in the Parish magazine. If anyone has anything to be included in the February 2018 magazine, please give it to Julia or Andrew or Carol Callaway before 17th January 2018.

21 December Winter Solstice

A Midwinter festival has been a part of life since pre-Christian times. When the hours of daylight are fewest, the warmth of the sun weakest, and life itself seemingly at a standstill, our ancestors, the pagan peoples of Europe and Western Asia, kept festival by lighting bonfires and decorating their buildings with evergreens. 

Perhaps they believed that the dying sun could be enheartened by fire, and the life of the buried seed assured by the presence of evergreen branches.

With the advent of Christianity, the Spring gods became identified with Christ, and the birthday of the sun with the birthday of the Light of the World.

The early church father Tertullian did not approve of Christmas decorations. “Let those who have no light in themselves light candles!... You are the light of the world, you are the tree ever green....” But by the time of St Gregory and St Augustine, four centuries later, this had changed. Pope Gregory instructed Augustine not to worry about harmless outward customs, as long as the right God be worshipped through them. And so many Anglo-Saxon customs were never discarded, but simply endowed with a new significance. 

By 1598 one John Stow of London wrote how: ‘Against the feast of Christmas, every man’s house, as also their parish churches, were decked with holme, ivie, bayes, and whatsoever the season of the yeare afforded to be greene.’
Prayer at Christmas

Father of all good gifts,
Thank you for the greatest gift of all – your precious Son, Jesus. Thank you that He chose to live with us so that all who trust Him will one day live with you in peace and wholeness.
Help us Father, this Christmas, to keep you at the centre of our celebrations and, in the midst of all the busy-ness and rush, to know your presence and the peace that only you can give. And Lord, may we reflect your love to those who don’t yet know that you are real and alive and able to help, whatever their situation. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

By Daphne Kitching
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December/January Crossword
Across
1  Provisional meeting place of God and the Jews (Exodus 25:9) (10)

7  David’s third son, killed when his head got caught in a tree during

    a  battle with his father (2 Samuel 18:14,15) (7)

8  They ruled much of the west coast of South America in the 15th

     and early 16th centuries (5)

10 Small deer of European and Asian extraction (4)

11 Seized control of (Numbers 21:25) (8)

13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6)

15 First World War heroine shot by the Germans in Brussels, Nurse

     Edith …. (6)

17 Stormy (8)

18 A bitter variety of this, together with lamb and unleavened bread,

     was the Passover menu for anyone unclean (Numbers 9:11) (4)

21 Arson (anag.) (5)

22 How John Newton described God’s grace in his well-known hymn (7)

23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10)

Down

1  …. and see that the Lord is good (Psalm 34:8) (5)

2  The wicked man flees though no one pursues, but the righteous

    are as …  as a lion (Proverbs 28:1) (4)

3  One of the exiles, a descendant of Parosh, who married a foreign

    woman (Ezra 10:25) (6)

4  He escaped from Nob when Saul killed the rest of his family and

    joined David (1 Samuel 22:19,20) (8)

5  City and lake in Central Switzerland (7)

6  Offer your bodies as living …. , holy and pleasing to God

    (Romans 12:1) (10)

9  Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 49:14) (10)

12 One who accepts government by God (8)

14 Aromatic substance commonly used in Jewish ritual (Exodus 30:1) (7)
16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is truth?’ (John 18:38) (6)

19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5)

20 You are to give him the name Jesus, because he will … his people

     from their sins (Matthew 1:21) (4)

Men’s breakfast
If you like good company, good food and a good chat then men’s breakfast is right up your street. We meet at the Galloping Horse usually on the last Saturday of the month at 9.30am. If you want to know more give Ron Hill a call (830072) or pop along to our next breakfast on Saturday 2nd December, our January meeting is on the 27th January 2018.
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