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Dear everyone,
How has your January been? Colder than it was last year? A time for flu and coughs? Certainly a time for lots of funerals this year. It is traditionally the coldest month of the British year and the darkest. 
But as we begin February, we celebrate Candlemas. It is the end of the season of Christmas and Epiphany, and it is the time when we remember Mary and Joseph taking their son to the Temple. For forty days after giving birth, Jewish women stayed away from the Temple. That was the background for the traditional service of the churching of women, as women came back into public life. They would be “churched”, and then their child would be christened, at the age of six weeks. The service has faded away now.

For Mary and Joseph, the trip to the Temple brought them into contact with Simeon, who recognised Jesus and declared him to be a light for the Gentiles, the light of the world.
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This year, Candlemas falls just two weeks before Lent begins. But before we move too quickly to the ashes of Ash Wednesday, Can I suggest that you make time to pause and to receive the light of Christ? There is so much darkness in our world. In the past week, we have been shocked to find out how two parents have abused their thirteen children for so many years, but we don’t need to go to the States to find horror stories of how human beings treat each other.

Into that mess, Jesus, the light of the world, offers us another way of being, a way of light and life, a way of love and joy. As we enter February, may we know that light, life, love and joy in our lives and in our parish.

With love,

Julia
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M.U. News
Happy New Year to all our members. We start off 2018 with four new members Pat, Lynn, Sue and Sheila.
In December a few of us went on a stormy evening to the M.U. Deanery Carol Service at Dearham. A beautiful service led by Canon Mary Day.

At our own meeting we enjoyed our traditional poems and carols by candlelight. Our Christmas meal was held early in January after a very bust December.

Dates to Remember
Thursday 8th Feb – AGM with quiz and teaplate supper, 7pm in the hall.
Thank you to all who donated towards the Mothers Union stall at the Christmas fair. Muriel Hill.
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Shrove Tuesday Parish Supper
Tuesday 13th February in the CHURCH HALL at 7pm.

[image: image6.wmf]Cost is £5 (£2.00 for children) to include Tatie Pot supper and pancakes (cooked by the Archdeacon) followed by entertainment. Tickets available from PCC members or Julia

ALL WELCOME

[image: image7.jpg]


Home Communion
If you know of anyone who would like home communion please contact Julia (01946 830215)

Our Regular Activities
	
	Events (many of these activities only run during term time. Please use contact number for details)
	Contact (all codes 01946 unless otherwise stated

	Sunday
	Services in Church at 8.00am and 10.30am (for further details of services, see page 12).
Go 4 It during 10.30am service on 4th Sunday of the month 
Study Group at 7pm on alternate Sunday evenings
	Rev Julia Powley 830215
Ann 832384

Susan 832653

Rev Julia Powley

830215

	Monday
	Pram Club 10 – 11.30am, Church Hall
Explorer Scouts 7.15 – 9.15pm, Scout Hut, East Avenue
	Andrew Hardy
832810

	Tuesday
	Cubs 6 – 7.30pm, Scout Hut
Youth Group 6.15pm – 7.45pm 

(alternate Tuesdays)

Crafty Mary’s 3rd Tuesday 7.00pm
	Fiona Woodward 832506
Andrew Callaway

833223

Rev Julia Powley

830215

	Wednesday
	Beavers 5.30-6.30pm, Scout Hut
Scouts 7 – 9pm, Scout Hut
	John Fleming 833630

Andrew Brown 832384

	Thursday
	Holy Communion 9.30am, Church

Pram Club 10 – 11.30am, Church Hall
Choir Practice 7 – 8pm, Church

Mothers Union (2nd Thursday of month) 7.00pm, Church Hall
	Rev Julia Powley 830215

Carole Pattinson

830222
Ann Hill 830072

Audrey Armstrong 830507

	Saturday
	Messy Church – (3rd Saturday of month) 4pm to 6pm, Church Hall 
Soup on Saturday - (2nd Saturday of month) 11.30am – 1pm, Hall
Men’s Breakfast – (last Saturday of the month) 9.30am.
	Rev Julia Powley

830215

Rev Julia Powley

830215

Ron Hill
830072


From the Registers – November/December 2017
HOLY BAPTISM
[image: image8.wmf]We give thanks to God for the gift of new life.  We remember in our prayers those little ones who have recently been baptised:

5th November – Madison Ferris (born 29.01.15)

5th November - Cooper Lister (born 13.05.17)

19th November – Isabella Bowman (born 06.07.17)

We pray for the parents and Godparents and their responsibility to bring up these children in the faith. 
THE DEPARTED
We remember those whose earthly journey has come to an end: 

EvaBrown who died on 30th October 2017 aged 95
Danny Pritt who died on 28th October 2017 aged 73
Robert Graham who died on the 1st November 2017 aged 92
George Bowness who died on the 5th November 2017 aged 74
Jean Hazlewood who died on the 3rd November 2017 aged 77
James Hazlewood who died on the 9th November 2017 aged 78
Paul Brown who died on the 12th November 2017 aged 36

Barry Smith who died on the 19th November 2017 aged 63

Barry Haigh who died on the 28th November 2017 aged 85
Doris Holmes who died on the 11th December 2017 aged 84

Howard Davidson who died on the 8th December 2017 aged 72
Joan Smith who died on the 13th December 2017 aged 78
We commend all our departed loved ones to God’s eternal love and care.  We remember all those who have lost loved ones and pray that God may strengthen, comfort and support them in their bereavement. 

Readings for February
February 4th     Second before Lent    
Colossians 1 vs 15 - 20    


John 1 vs 1 - 14
February 11th     Next before Lent    
2 Corinthians 4 vs 3 - 6    


Mark 9 vs 2 - 9 
February 14th     Ash Wednesday    
Joel 2 vs 1 – 2 and 12 – 17


Matthew 6 vs 1 – 6 and 16 - 21

February 18th     Lent 1  
Genesis 9 vs 8 - 17 



Mark 1 vs 9 - 15    

February 25th     Lent 2   
Genesis 17 vs 1 – 7 and 15 - 16     
Mark 8 vs 31 - 38 

Church Rota – February
Date

Reader
Prayers
Sidespersons

Chalice
4th Feb
Charles


Wrena & Leah

Chris & Fiona
11th Feb
Ian



Pauline & Marion

Family service
18th Feb
Kelly



Jacky & Kelly

Anne H & Muriel
25th Feb
Gemma
Ron

Julie H & Andrea

Mary F & Anne F
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Church Cleaning – February
3rd Feb – Eleanor Kerr & Ann Weir
10th Feb – Muriel Hill & Liz Murray
17th Feb – Leah Brown & Sylvia Murphy
24th Feb – Marion Walker & Brenda Hodgson
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Coffee Morning Rota – February
4th Feb   – Leah & Pam
11th Feb – Muriel & Liz
18th Feb – Ann Hill & Carole
25th Feb – Wrena & Andrea

If you can’t make any of these dates, please arrange a swap with someone.
Church of England welcomes Scout decision that ‘Duty to 
Collections for November/December 2017
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5th Nov   - £269.00

12th Nov - £117.17

19th Nov - £239.50

26th Nov - £146.50

3rd Dec   - £158.00

10th Dec - £174.20

17th Dec - £135.60

24th Dec - £156.00

31st Dec - £154.00

Our thanks to those who continue to support us with their giving.
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Did you know that if you are a taxpayer, for every £1 donation you make to the Church we can claim 25p tax back from H M Revenue & Customs (at no extra cost to you). If you have not already signed a Gift Aid declaration please see Ann Brown for a form.












Thank You
Church Hall

The Church Hall is available for private hire. Please contact Sheila Richardson (07710 996695) for further details and bookings.
Do You Enjoy Singing?
If you enjoy singing, have you ever thought about joining the Church choir? Some weeks our numbers are a bit thin on the ground and new faces are always very welcome. If you are interested please have a chat with Julia or Ann Hill.

St Mary’s Church, Harrington – 250 Club

 If you haven't already got your number but would like to be in the draw there are a few numbers left, please see Anne Falcon.

November winners:

1st 104 - Charlie Murray

2nd 72 - David Spokes

3rd 111 - Pauline Armstrong
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December winners:

1st 199 - Pat Davies

2nd 133 - Rowena Miller

3rd 171 - Stephen Norman
January winners:

1st 179 Ann Lamond

2nd 30 Hannah Mitchell

3rd 20 John Cartmell

Thank you to everyone who supports the 250 Club.

A reminder that this years subs are due, if you want to join in have a chat to Anne Falcon.

Soup on Saturday
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At St Mary’s Parish Church Hall, Harrington
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Good Food and Good Company

Saturday 10th February 11.30am – 1pm

ALL WELCOME
Come and join us for a bowl of delicious homemade soup, a bread roll and a cup of tea/coffee all for just £2.00 – we do hope you can join us and we guarantee a warm welcome to all.

House insurance up for renewal?
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Ecclesiastical founded in 1887 to insure the Anglican church, Ecclesiastical is the UK's leading church insurer. They provide specialist church insurance for church buildings and church people, as well as a range of expert guidance, advice and support. Their home insurance cover is very good. 

This year Ecclesiastical is 130 years old. To mark this they are offering £130 to go to your church if you take out home insurance with them. When your insurance is due for renewal maybe have a look at Ecclesiastical and see if they are competitive. 

Their website is www.ecclesiastical.com  
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Harrington Scouts
Christmas Card Postal Service
 Thanks to everyone who once again supported the Scouts this year. £344.23 has been raised for Scout funds. Well done to the Scouts and parents who helped to deliver the cards.
A big thank you in for all those who supported the Christmas Fair and the stall holders - the total raised was £1,427.23.
Well done to everyone who took part.
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We are compiling a list of key holders; if you hold a Church Hall key could you let Sheila Richardson know.
Thank you. 
	No.
	PRIZE
	 Ticket no.
	 Name

	1
	£50
	0104
	Ann Brown

	2
	Christmas Cake
	0039
	Toby c/o Pauline Armstrong

	3
	Bottle Whisky
	0297
	Graham Hill

	4
	M&S Voucher
	0485
	Karen Murray

	5
	Chocolates
	0029
	Eily c/o Paulie Armstrog

	6
	Toiletries
	0867
	Shelley c/o  Pam Douglas

	7
	Chocolates
	0820
	Luca ' Pram Club'

	8
	Biscuits
	0735
	Marion Walker

	9
	Quality Street
	0357
	Phyllis Glaister

	10
	Spa Set
	0660
	Annie Whitehead

	11
	Chocolates
	0125
	Harrson Yates

	12
	Cushion
	0711
	Eleanor Kerr

	13
	Bedding Set
	0515
	Julia Powley

	14
	Chocolates
	0172
	Jo c/o Karen Douglas

	15
	Wine
	0075
	Anthony Bigg

	16
	Xmas Tree Biscuits
	0663
	Sandra McIndoe

	17
	Chocolates
	0530
	Brian Rothery

	18
	Laura Ashley Smellies
	0984
	Wrena Messenger

	19
	Wine
	0863
	Barabara c/o Pam Douglas

	20
	Shortbread
	0061
	Jean Bigg

	21
	Pioneer Voucher
	0966
	John c/o  Brian Rothery

	22
	Capuccino Cream
	0196
	Pam Douglas

	23
	Smellies
	0899
	Pauline Holliday

	24
	Shortbread
	0229
	Thomas Falcon

	25
	Box of Crackers
	0811
	John Hunter

	26
	Teddy
	0502
	Eleanor Hodgson

	27
	Shortbread
	0674
	Paul McIndoe

	28
	Smellies
	0718
	Audrey Tuck

	29
	Bottle Rum
	0731
	Robin c/o Marion Walker

	30
	Set of Bath Towels
	0652
	John Whitehead

	31
	DVD
	0677
	Paul McIndoe

	32
	Cutlery Set
	0223
	Thomas Falcon

	33
	Hair Styler
	0210
	Glen Douglas

	34
	Stationary Set
	0549
	Linda c/o Ian Smith

	35
	Wine
	0955
	Martin c/o Brian Rothery


The Christmas raffle winners were:

Important Dates – February 2018
Thursday 1st Feb 
Holy Communion



9.30am





Choir practice



7.00pm
Sunday 4th Feb

Holy Communion



8.00am





Holy Communion



10.30am

Thursday 8th Feb 
Holy Communion



9.30am





Mothers Union AGM


7.00pm
Saturday 10th Feb    
Soup on Saturday   11.30am - 1.00pm
Sunday 11th Feb

Holy Communion



8.00am





Family service in Church Hall
10.30am





Study group



7.00pm

Tuesday 13th Feb
Parochial supper in Church Hall
7.00pm



Thursday 15th Feb
Holy Communion



9.30am





Choir practice



7.00pm

Saturday 17th Feb
Messy Marys

4.00pm – 6.00pm
Tuesday 20th Feb
Crafty Marys



7.00pm
Sunday 18th Feb

Holy Communion



8.00am





Holy Communion



10.30am

Thursday 22nd Feb
Holy Communion



9.30am





Choir practice



7.00pm
Friday 23rd Feb

Film Club




7.00pm

Sunday 25th Feb

Holy Communion



8.00am





Holy Communion



10.30am





Go for it




10.30am





Study group



7.00pm
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          Messy Marys
Messy Church is held on the third Saturday of every month in St Mary’s Church Hall on Beckstone Close from 4pm to 6pm.
The next Messy Church is on Saturday 17th February 2018.
Messy Church is for all the family and includes a number of craft activities, songs, a story and some prayers all based on the theme [image: image22.jpg]


for the day.
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We then finish with a shared meal together.

Come and join us – and bring your friends. 
(Please note that all children must be accompanied by an adult)





BOOK CLUB
[image: image24.wmf]Do you enjoy reading and like to have a chat about the books you read? If you do then our Book Club is just for you. We meet in the Church Hall every other month after Soup on Saturday. The next meeting is on Saturday 10th March 2018 at 1.00pm and the book we are discussing is ‘Things we have in common’ by Tasha Kavanagh.
Go 4 It
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Go 4 It is usually held on the fourth Sunday of the month at 10.30am in the Church Hall and is for children of all ages - parents are more than welcome to join us or you can join the service in Church if you wish. Go 4 It includes crafts, songs, stories, games and prayers. We then join the service in Church at approximately 11.15am. All welcome – come along and join us!
St Mary’s Youth Group

Meets every other Tuesday from 6.15pm to 7.45pm. Meet up with your friends, learn more about our faith and have fun.
Held at 36 Seadown Drive, High Harrington. Call Andrew on 07963 755905 for more details. 
Men’s breakfast
If you like good company, good food and a good chat then men’s breakfast is right up your street. We meet at the Galloping Horse usually on the last Saturday of the month at 9.30am. If you want to know more give Ron Hill a call (830072) or pop along to our next breakfast on Saturday 10th March. The speaker will be the TV celebrity Ace (Warren Gurman) from the series Gladiator.
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Pram Club
Pram Club meets in the Church Hall on Mondays and Thursdays from 10am to 11.30am during term time. Parents, Grandparents and carers are all welcome – have a chat and a cuppa and watch the children play.
Welcome Packs
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We have put together welcome packs for families moving into the new estates in Harrington. They contain general information about the area (schools, doctors, libraries, shops, local clubs etc), bus timetables, bin collection dates etc as well as information about St Marys and what we do and (most importantly) chocolate. If you notice someone new moving into a house near you, please ask for a pack to deliver to them and say hello! 
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 Prayer Pointers 
1. Give thanks for the way in which Moving Mountains has grasped the imagination and vision of the vast majority of churches across Cumbria. 

2. Moving Mountains is a contribution to the county wide vision that, by 2020, everyone in Cumbria, of all ages and backgrounds, will have had an opportunity to discover more of God and God’s purpose for their lives, so that they will discover more of Jesus and the Good News and become followers of Jesus within a Christian community. Pray that people see this, not as a single set of events next March, but as part of an ongoing engagement in reaching that vision. 

3. We will be joined by teams from across the country, each led by a senior leader from one of a number of denominations. Pray that this resource will be well used, and will strengthen the work that will be happening. 

4. Moving Mountains is rooted in local communities. Pray that people will think creatively about the ways in which they can use the opportunities that they already have to introduce others to Jesus. 

5. Moving Mountains is based on prayer. Ask God that he would hear those prayers, and move across this county. 

6. Pray for events that are taking place this year, and that will also happen beyond next March, that people would be encouraged to invite friends and neighbours to them 

7. Across the county throughout this year thousands of people have been encouraged to share their faith story with someone else. For many, this may be the first time that they have ever done that. Pray for a growing confidence in signs of God’s grace in the lives of Christians. 

8. Moving Mountains involves several denominations, working together in obedience to Jesus’ prayer in John 17 ‘May they be one as we are one so that the world might know’. Pray that this mission would see people continuing to work together more closely with the desire of seeing others come to know Christ. 
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9. Pray for the majority of people who live in, or visit, Cumbria, who have no connection with the church or Christians; that we would be creative in the ways in which we seek to encourage them to pause in awe and wonder at the beauty of creation around, and so begin to connect with the one who created it. 

10. Pray that many will look back on 2018 in Cumbria as a time when they began a journey which transformed their lives. 
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 Film Club 
Next Film Club Evening is Friday 23rd February at 7pm. There is no charge to either join the club or view films but a suggested donation of £2 for each film you watch would be great. This is just to cover our costs and will include tea, coffee or juice.  If you would like to bring your own wine we will provide glasses. Film club is open to anyone over the age of 18.
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Crafty Mary’s

We now have a craft club at St Mary’s on the third Tuesday of each month in the Church Hall. Please don’t feel that you have to be good at something – we just want to get together with friends for a cuppa and enjoy making/doing or whatever – some of us have now started making things for charities. If you are interested, please come and join us on Tuesday 20th February and bring your friends – all are very welcome.
Advance Notice……
Harrington Horticultural Show
 
Dust down your wellies and your garden forks, your knitting needles or your recipe books - the date for your diaries is Saturday 18th August 2018.
More details on classes etc to follow
Any requests for different classes please see Andrew Brown ASAP (01946 832384)
March Magazine

We would be pleased to receive any articles, news or items of interest for inclusion in the Parish magazine. If anyone has anything to be included in the March 2018 magazine, please give it to Julia or Andrew or Carol Callaway before 14th February 2018.

Open Tuesday has started …

[image: image33.emf]
We are now opening our church on Tuesdays from 10.30 a.m.  until 3 p.m.

Come along and have a look around, learn a little more about St Mary’s, spend time in quiet prayer or reflection, introduce a friend to our building or come for a chat – sometimes the kettle is on!

If you can spare an hour and a half and want to help out please add your name to the sheet at the back of church or see Carol Callaway.

[image: image34.jpg]"Looks like they've introduced
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Don’t read the Bible, listen to it

Fancy listening to the Bible? Try the new audio Bible app from SPCK, called the NRSV Audio Bible for Everyone, costing 99p. The basic app provides the text and audio of the NRSV, while the option to upgrade offers a version that includes commentaries and guides from the For Everyone series by Tom Wright and John Goldinggay. Visit www.SPCKapps.com.

[image: image35.jpg]


February Crossword
ACROSS
1  ‘If you love those who love you, what — is that to you?’ (Luke 6:32) (6)
4  ‘They threw the ship’s — overboard’ (Acts 27:19) (6)

7  The first murderer (Genesis 4:8) (4)

8  He was the head Levite in charge of the singing when the ark of God was brought back to Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 15:22) (8)

9  Samson was noted for this (Judges 16:6) (8)

13 Solicit money or food from passers by (Acts 3:2) (3)

16 What William Booth’s Christian Mission became in 1878 (9,4)

17 Alliance of Religions and Conservation (1,1,1)

19 ‘I will praise your name for ever and ever. — — I will praise you’ (Psalm 145:1–2) (5,3)

24 Simon had (anag.) (8)

25 Desperate (Deuteronomy 28:48) (4)

26 Elisha witnessed the boy he was seeking to resuscitate do this seven times before opening his eyes (2 Kings 4:35) (6)

27 The belly and thighs of the statue in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream were made of this (Daniel 2:32) (6)

DOWN
1  ‘Before the — crows, you will disown me three times’ (Matthew 26:75) (4)

2  Relating to the books of the Bible between Acts and Revelation (9)

3  ‘They have — the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!’ (John 20:2) (5)

4  Belief (5)

5  ‘Take the following fine spices: ... 250 shekels of fragrant — ’ (Exodus 30:23) (4)

6  ‘Do not — Jerusalem, but wait for the gift’ (Acts 1:4) (5)

10 A seer (anag.) (5)

11 ‘Even there your hand will — me’ (Psalm 139:10) (5)

12 The wild variety was part of John the Baptist’s diet (Mark 1:6) (5)

13 A non-Greek speaker who was looked down on by civilized people (Colossians 3:11) (9)

14 Famous 1950s musical whose characters included members of

16 Across, — and Dolls (4)

15 The province from which Paul wrote to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 16:19) (4)

18 ‘He was standing in the gateway with a linen cord and a measuring — — his hand’ (Ezekiel 40:3) (3,2)

20 ‘Today, if you hear his — , do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion’ (Hebrews 3:15) (5)

21 The Jericho prostitute who hid two Israelite spies on the roof of her house (Hebrews 11:31) (5)

22 ‘And now these three remain: faith, — and love. But the greatest of these is love’ (1 Corinthians 13:13) (4)

23 ‘God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end’ (Daniel 5:26) (4)
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