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Dear everyone,
I wonder how many of the folk reading this have ever stood as a Godparent? I suspect it will be quite a lot of you. It is such an honour to be asked. I have seven Godchildren, some very grown up now as I was first asked to be a Godmother in my early teens, and did not really have a clue what it was all about. Now that I am used to doing baptisms so often, I am much more aware of the privilege but also the responsibility that goes with being a Godparent.

For the past few years, the national church has also recognised that privilege and responsibility in a new way, by dedicating one Sunday each year to be Godparents’ Sunday. This year, it falls on May 6th, and we will be marking it in the main morning services. So, if you are a Godparent, you are warmly invited to come along to the service that morning.

Part of the privilege of being a Godparent is the responsibility of praying for your Godchildren. None of us finds prayer easy, but as with anything, it is more than worth the effort. In May, the national church also recognises the power of prayer through an annual event called Thy Kingdom Come. You will find some information about it elsewhere in the magazine. Basically, it is about praying for our nation and for those who do not know Jesus, as well as praying through the Lord’s Prayer in more creative ways. Again, we will be marking it in the church, so keep your eyes peeled for information about that. See it as one way of making it easier to keep those promises you made as a Godparent.
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And to make our lives as Christians easier, May 20th also marks Pentecost, when we remember that the Holy Spirit is here with us, helping us to pray, and helping us to be better Godparents. So, an exciting month ahead. I hope you enjoy it.
With love, 
Julia
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M.U. News
We welcomed Tom O’Donnell, a retired dental technician, to our April meeting and it was pleasing to see a good number of our members. We learned about his charity work in Moldova, a very small country between the Ukraine and Russia, where life is very difficult for many people. The charity is called Tabita and supports children in disadvantaged family situations as well as many in institutions. They help children in villages many with no basic facilities like water, gas, electricity, roads or houses fit for habitation. We saw slides of before and after the work had been done. Over the last twelve years they have aided families, schools and basic farms. We realised how many blessings we have here in Harrington. 
Our next meeting is on May 10th with Sheila Richardson as our speaker.

Names will be taken for our June Supper, friends are very welcome to join us.

Tea ladies for May are Trish Sloan, Audrey McAvoy and Pat Davies.

Dates to Remember
Thursday May 10th – our meeting – Sheila Richardson 7pm.

Thursday June 14th – Summer meal – Galloping Horse 7pm.

Monday August 6th – Summer Deanery Festival – Aspatria 7pm.






BOOK CLUB
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Do you enjoy reading and like to have a chat about the books you read? If you do then our Book Club is just for you. We meet in the Church Hall every other month after Soup on Saturday. The next meeting is on Saturday 12th May 2018 at 1.00pm and the book we are discussing is ‘The heretic’ by Henry Vyner-Brooks who will be joining us for the discussion.
Our Regular Activities
	
	Events (many of these activities only run during term time. Please use contact number for details)
	Contact (all codes 01946 unless otherwise stated

	Sunday
	Services in Church at 8.00am and 10.30am (for further details of services, see page 12).
Go 4 It during 10.30am service on 4th Sunday of the month 
Study Group at 7pm on alternate Sunday evenings
	Rev Julia Powley 830215
Ann 832384

Susan 832653

Rev Julia Powley

830215

	Monday
	Pram Club 10 – 11.30am, Church Hall
Explorer Scouts 7.15 – 9.15pm, Scout Hut, East Avenue
	Marion Walker
834470
Andrew Hardy
832810

	Tuesday
	Cubs 6 – 7.30pm, Scout Hut
Youth Group 6.15pm – 7.45pm 

(alternate Tuesdays)

Crafty Mary’s 3rd Tuesday 7.00pm
	Fiona Woodward 832506
Andrew Callaway

833223

Rev Julia Powley

830215

	Wednesday
	Beavers 5.30-6.30pm, Scout Hut
Scouts 7 – 9pm, Scout Hut
	John Fleming 833630

Andrew Brown 832384

	Thursday
	Holy Communion 9.30am, Church

Pram Club 10 – 11.30am, Church Hall
Choir Practice 7 – 8pm, Church

Mothers Union (2nd Thursday of month) 7.00pm, Church Hall
	Rev Julia Powley 830215

Carole Pattinson

830222
Ann Hill 830072

Audrey Armstrong 830507

	Saturday
	Messy Church – (3rd Saturday of month) 4pm to 6pm, Church Hall 
Soup on Saturday - (2nd Saturday of month) 11.30am – 1pm, Hall
Men’s Breakfast – (last Saturday of the month) 9.30am.
	Rev Julia Powley

830215

Rev Julia Powley

830215

Ron Hill
830072
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      @ Harrington
An Alpha course is being run in the Church Hall, St Mary’s on the Hill, Harrington.

We meet on a Tuesday evening from 7.00 to 9.00pm from the 24th of April to the end of June 

for pudding and α.
Come along on Tuesday 1st May
If you want to know more call or email Julia Powley: 01946 830215 or Julia@powley.plus.com or Andrew Callaway:

01946 833223 or a.callaway@talktalk.net 
If you have a question
Alpha might have the answer.
From the Registers – March 2018
HOLY BAPTISM
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We give thanks to God for the gift of new life.  We remember in our prayers those little ones who have recently been baptised:

4th March – Kody Evans (born 08,11,17)
25th March – Ivy Casson (born 29,09,17)
We pray for the parents and Godparents and their responsibility to bring up these children in the faith. 

THE DEPARTED
We remember those whose earthly journey has come to an end: 

Eileen Robinson who died on 22nd February 2018 aged 83
Chris Johnston who died on 25th February 2018 aged 91

Derek Mawhinney who died on 14th March 2018 aged 89

William Bowcock who died on 20th March 2018 aged 94

	We commend all our departed loved ones to God’s eternal love and care.  We remember all those who have lost loved ones and pray that God may strengthen, comfort and support them in their bereavement. 
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Home Communion
If you know of anyone who would like home communion please contact Julia (01946 830215)

Readings for May
May 6th    Godparents Sunday (Easter 6)   

Acts 10 vs 44 - 48 
John 15 vs 9 - 17

May 13th    Sunday after ascension    

Acts 1 vs 15 - 17 and 21 - 26 
John 17 vs 6 - 19

May 20th    Pentecost    

Acts 2 vs 1 - 21    John 16 vs 4b - 15

May 27th    Trinity   

Romans 8 vs 12 - 17 John 3 vs 1 - 17

Church, Cleaning and Coffee Morning Rotas
Due to changes in the Data Protection Act we are no longer able to publish these rotas. The paper work involved, that everyone would have to complete, is just too cumbersome.

It is extremely important that everyone collects their rota from the back of church and keeps it in a memorable and visible place. Use it like you would the magazine, maybe record what you are down to do in your diary, calendar or phone.
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Thy Kingdom Come is a simple invitation to pray between Ascension and Pentecost for friends and family to come to faith. Now in its third year, participation has grown every year.

In 2016 – 100,000 Christians pledged to pray. By 2017 – more than half a million had pledged to pray from more than 85 countries including Ghana, Netherlands, Malaysia, Cuba, South Africa, Australia, Korea, Japan and the Philippines to name a few.

In the UK, in 2017 every diocese in the Church of England was involved. Many cathedrals took part, hosting 'beacon' events designed to focus prayers in towns and cities nationwide.

The positive impact of Thy Kingdom Come 2017 continues to unfold as numerous stories of personal and communal transformation pour in from churches, families and whole communities alike.

Among the stories arising from the initiative – many of them deeply moving – is one from a couple who had not seen their son for 22 years. 'We pray every day obviously for him but during Thy Kingdom Come he was one of the people we prayed for as a group,' they say. 'We put his name on the altar before God and… yesterday he came home.' 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby said: “The business of being witnesses to Jesus Christ and of praying to be witnesses compels us to look into the world around us. It compels us to seek, to experience the compassion of God for a world caught up in lostness, in sin, but also in suffering and pain, in oppression of the poor, in cruelty, in abuse, in outrageous inequality, in all the things that go against the Kingdom of God. “There is no limit to what the Kingdom of God does, and so the moment we start praying Thy Kingdom Come we look outwards. “The Kingdom of God when we pray for the Kingdom to come, the Kingdom will transform individuals, the Kingdom transforms society, the Kingdom transforms the globe and the Kingdom transforms the cosmos.”

The Archbishop of York, Dr John Sentamu said: “It gladdens and warms my heart to know that many Christians throughout the world are committing themselves, from today to Pentecost, to pray for the Coming of Our Father in Heaven’s Kingdom – a Kingdom of Justice, Peace and Joy in the Holy Spirit. And with a passion for people from every nation, tribe and language to encounter Jesus Christ – the Light of the world. Please join me in praying the “Our Father who art in Heaven….” on the Hour every Hour when you are able.”

Church of England welcomes Scout decision that ‘Duty to 
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Collections for March 2018
4th - £267.10

11th - £204.50

18th - £185.50

25th - £156.50

Our thanks to those who continue to support us with their giving.
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Did you know that if you are a taxpayer, for every £1 donation you make to the Church we can claim 25p tax back from H M Revenue & Customs (at no extra cost to you). If you have not already signed a Gift Aid declaration please see Ann Brown for a form.












Thank You
Confirmation service

At 3pm on May 13th, we welcome Bishop James for our confirmation service. Please pray for those who will be confirmed that day, and come to support them:

Deborah Wedgwood, Faye Wedgwood, Natasha Tranter, Isabelle Tranter, Nyah Williams, Rebekah Falcon, Courtney Trainor, Anya Studholme and Harry Woodward
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St Mary’s Horticultural Show
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Saturday 25th August 2018
The sections this year will include the following classes:-

Grow Section (Fruit and Vegetables) – potatoes, carrots, tomatoes, onions, corn on the cob, turnips, cucumbers, rhubarb, raspberries, gooseberries, beetroot, cabbage, mangetout, French beans and pea pods.

Grow Section (Flowers) – Vase of mixed flowers, gladioli, dahlias, roses, sweet peas, sunflowers, a flowering pot plant and an arrangement in a sherry or wine glass.
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Cook Section – Pot of jam, fruit vodka, fruit gin, ginger bread, lemon drizzle cake, tray bake, lemon cheese, rum butter, Victoria sandwich, decorated cup-cakes, scones, biscuits, afternoon tea on a tea plate and fudge.
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Handicraft Section – Hand knitted article, crocheted article, cross stitch article, homemade child’s birthday card, a photo with “a splash of yellow”, a home-made cushion, a painting or sketch and an article in any other craft.
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Kids Section – Rock buns, decorated rich tea biscuits, creature made from liquorice allsorts, a photo of “a happy day”, a hand written thank you letter and a jam jar of garden flowers.
Show catalogues with full details of all entries will be available shortly.
If you require any further information, contact Andrew Brown - 01946 832384.
The same yesterday…

Why did Moses wander in the desert for 40 years?
Because even back then men wouldn't ask for directions.
St Mary’s Church, Harrington – 250 Club
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 If you haven't already got your number but would like to be in the draw there are a few numbers left, please see Anne Falcon.

April winners:

1st number 
226
2nd number 
201
3rd number 
11
Due to the changes in data protection regulations names can no longer be published.
Thank you to everyone who supports the 250 Club.

A reminder that this years subs are due, if you want to join in have a chat to Anne Falcon.

Soup on Saturday
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At St Mary’s Parish Church Hall, Harrington
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Good Food and Good Company

Saturday 12th May 11.30am – 1pm

ALL WELCOME
Come and join us for a bowl of delicious homemade soup, a bread roll and a cup of tea/coffee all for just £2.00 – we do hope you can join us and we guarantee a warm welcome to all.

Church Hall

The Church Hall is available for private hire. Please contact Sheila Richardson (07710 996695) for further details and bookings.
Important Dates – April 2018
Tuesday 1st May

Alpha course



7.00pm
Thursday 3rd May 
Holy Communion



9.30am





Choir practice



7.00pm

Sunday 6th May

Holy Communion



8.00am





Holy Communion



10.30am

Tuesday 8th May

Alpha course



7.00pm

Thursday 10th May 
Holy Communion



9.30am





Mothers Union



7.00pm

Saturday 12th May   
Soup on Saturday   11.30am - 1.00pm




Book Club




1.00pm
Sunday 13th May

Holy Communion



8.00am





Family service in the Church Hall
10.30am

Tuesday 15th May

Crafty Marys



7.00pm





Alpha course



7.00pm


Thursday 17th May
Holy Communion



9.30am





Choir practice



7.00pm
Friday 18th May 

Film Club




7.00pm
Sunday 20th May

Holy Communion



8.00am





Holy Communion



10.30am





Healing service



6.00pm
Tuesday 22nd May
Alpha course



7.00pm

Thursday 24th May
Holy Communion



9.30am





Choir practice



7.00pm
Saturday 26th May
Men’s breakfast



9.30am

Sunday 27th May

Holy Communion



8.00am





Holy Communion& Go for it

10.30am
Tuesday 29th May

Alpha course



7.00pm
Harrington and St Mary’s Scout group
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Harrington St Mary’s Scout group is a thriving and exciting group. We currently have a Beaver colony age 6-8 yrs, Cub pack age 8-10.5 yrs, Scout troop age 10.5-14 yrs and Explorers aged 14-18.
All the groups are run by experienced and enthusiastic leaders, who run varied and exciting programs.

We are currently looking for more leaders for the Beaver colony and Cub pack. Cubs meet on Tuesdays 6-7.30pm and Beavers meet on Wednesdays 5.30-6.30pm.

Support and training will be given to any new helper/leaders.
If you are interested and want more information please contact Pamela Douglas 01946 690118 or Andrew Brown 01946 832384

House insurance up for renewal?
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Ecclesiastical founded in 1887 to insure the Anglican church, Ecclesiastical is the UK's leading church insurer. They provide specialist church insurance for church buildings and church people, as well as a range of expert guidance, advice and support. Their home insurance cover is very good. 

This year Ecclesiastical is 130 years old. To mark this they are offering £130 to go to your church if you take out home insurance with them. When your insurance is due for renewal maybe have a look at Ecclesiastical and see if they are competitive. 

Their website is www.ecclesiastical.com  

Do You Enjoy Singing?
If you enjoy singing, have you ever thought about joining the Church choir? Some weeks our numbers are a bit thin on the ground and new faces are always very welcome. If you are interested please have a chat with Julia or Ann Hill.

St Mary’s Youth Group

Meets every other Tuesday from 6.30pm to 8.00pm. Meet up with your friends, learn more about our faith and have fun.

Held at 36 Seadown Drive, High Harrington. Call Andrew on 07963 755905 for more details. 
Parish Magazine
If you are reading this magazine and don't receive a monthly copy (but would like to) or if you know someone who would like to receive the magazine each month, please contact Ann Brown (01946 832384) and we will add you to the relevant distribution list. There are 10 issues each year and the cost is £4.00 per year.[image: image26.jpg]



Tuesday Morning Gang

We currently have a group who meet on Tuesday mornings (9.30 to 11.30) to do odd jobs around the Church and Church Hall. If you have some spare time and would like to help please contact Ian Smith (831246)
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Welcome Packs
We have put together welcome packs for families moving into the new estates in Harrington. They contain general information about the area (schools, doctors, libraries, shops, local clubs etc), bus timetables, bin collection dates etc as well as information about St Marys and what we do and (most importantly) chocolate. If you notice someone new moving into a house near you, please ask for a pack to deliver to them and say hello! 
Go 4 It
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Go 4 It is usually held on the fourth Sunday of the month at 10.30am in the Church Hall and is for children of all ages - parents are more than welcome to join us or you can join the service in Church if you wish. Go 4 It includes crafts, songs, stories, games and prayers. We then join the service in Church at approximately 11.15am. All welcome – come along and join us!
Men’s breakfast
If you like good company, good food and a good chat then men’s breakfast is right up your street. We meet at the Galloping Horse usually on the last Saturday of the month at 9.30am. If you want to know more give Ron Hill a call (830072) or pop along to our next breakfast on Saturday 26th May.
June Magazine

We would be pleased to receive any articles, news or items of interest for inclusion in the Parish magazine. If anyone has anything to be included in the June 2018 magazine, please give it to Julia or Andrew or Carol Callaway before 12th May 2018.

[image: image30.jpg]


Pram Club
Pram Club meets in the Church Hall on Mondays and Thursdays from 10am to 11.30am during term time. Parents, Grandparents and carers are all welcome – have a chat and a cuppa and watch the children play.
Open Tuesday has started …

We are now opening our church on Tuesdays from 10.30 a.m.  until 3 p.m.

Come along and have a look around, learn a little more about St Mary’s, spend time in quiet prayer or reflection, introduce a friend to our building or come for a chat – sometimes the kettle is on!

If you can spare an hour and a half and want to help out please add your name to the sheet at the back of church or see Carol Callaway.
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 Film Club 
Next Film Club Evening is Friday 18th May at 7pm. There is no charge to either join the club or view films but a suggested donation of £2 for each film you watch would be great. This is just to cover our costs and will include tea, coffee or juice.  If you would like to bring your own wine we will provide glasses. Film club is open to anyone over the age of 18.
Crafty Mary’s

We now have a craft club at St Mary’s on the third Tuesday of each month in the Church Hall. Please don’t feel that you have to be good at something – we just want to get together with friends for a cuppa and enjoy making/doing or whatever – some of us have now started making things for charities. If you are interested, please come and join us on Tuesday 15th May and bring your friends – all are very welcome.
 May Crossword
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Across

1  Overpowered (Deuteronomy 11:4) (11)

9  ‘The — are mantled with corn’ (Psalm 65:13) (7)

10 ‘Each man—a sword to his side’(Exodus32:27)(5)

11 On the death of Jesus the curtain in the temple was torn from— to bottom (Matthew 27:51) (3)

13 Stagger(Isaiah 28:7)(4)

16 ‘Anyone,then,who knows the good he ought——and doesn’t do it, sins’ (James 4:17) (2,2)

17 Stir up or provoke(Acts13:50)(6)

18 Burden(Luke11:46)(4)

20 ‘As far as the east is from the—,so far has he removed our transgressions from us’ (Psalm 103:12) (4)

21 Sign(Luke23:38)(6)

22 ‘After that,Jesus poured water into a basin and began to—his disciples’ feet’ (John 13:5) (4)

23 The nature of the seven ears of corn which swallowed up the good ears in Pharaoh’s dream (Genesis 41:23) (4)

25 Has(anag.)(3)

28 ‘This is the account of Shem,Ham and Japheth,—sons’ (Genesis 10:1) (5)

29 ‘I will...make them drunk,so that they...sleep for—and— awake’ (Jeremiah 51:39) (4,3)

30 Paul said of him,‘he often refreshes me and is not ashamed of my chains’ (2 Timothy 1:16) (11)

Down

2  Worth (Matthew 13:46) (5)

3  ‘A bruised — he will not break’ (Matthew 12:20) (4)

4  ‘Suddenly a great company of the heavenly — appeared with the angel’ (Luke 2:13) (4)

5  Slip (anag.) (4)

6  ‘Take an awl and push it through his — — into the door, and he will become your servant for life’ (Deuteronomy 15:17) (3,4)

7  Bountiful (2 Corinthians 8:2) (11)

8  ‘Therefore, as we have — , let us do good to all people’ (Galatians 6:10) (11)

12 Acquire(2Timothy2:10)(6)

14 Container cover(Numbers19:15)(3)

15 ‘He...became obedient to death,even death on——!’ (Philippians 2:8) (1,5)

19 Refrain(1Peter2:11)(7)

20 ‘She began to—his feet with her tears’(Luke7:38)(3)

24 One who worships Brahma,Vishnu or Shiva(5)

25 ‘Give to everyone who—you’(Luke6:30)(4)

26 ‘I lift up my eyes to the hills;where does my—come from?’ (Psalm 121:1) (4)

27 One of those whom the Lord said would be taken from Jerusalem and Judah as judgment on them (Isaiah 3:2) (4)
APRIL ANSWERS
ACROSS: 1, Womb. 3, Agnostic. 9, Long ago. 10, Fleet. 11, Horeb. 12, Yellow. 
14, Deceitfulness. 17, Banish. 19, Towel. 22, Boils. 23, Inferno. 24, Eternity. 25, Defy.

DOWN: 1, Will hide. 2, Minor. 4, Glory of Christ. 5, Offal. 6, The Robe. 7, City. 
8, Zabbai. 13, Psalmody. 15, Chalice. 16, Let off. 18, If son. 20, Worse. 21, Able.
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