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Dear everyone,
I think I have found my favourite Christmas advert for this year. Actually, it was a 2017advert.  It’s the story of a lonely man who finds a dog living rough. He takes the dog home, cleans him up and gains his trust. They become great friends. Then one day, while out for a walk with the dog, the man sees a poster, with a picture of the dog, Chobo, and the telephone number of the family who had lost him. He agonises, but then phones the family and gives them the dog back. Back home, one of that family notice the collar which the man has put on the dog, with a little angel pendant. The family go back for the man and bring him to their home for Christmas. So, they share the dog, and become friends. The final strapline was “From unexpected friendships to lasting relationships.”

That picture of sharing, of not needing to exclude others, of not needing to keep everything for ourselves, has to be central to any real celebration of Christmas. It tells us so much about the heart of God and his love for us. He did not need to bother. He did not need to come down and live in the mess of this world. He could have kept Heaven for himself. But instead, in his amazing generosity, he gave us everything by giving us himself, born as a baby, living under enemy occupation, dying and rising again for us and offering share Heaven with us. Sheer generosity. Sheer unbounded and unconditional love. That is what Christmas is about. 

How will we mark this Christmas? I pray that, as we revel in his generosity, we may extend that to those on the edges, those who need to share what we have and with whom we need to share our God. Our society is starved of generosity as we are told to go for whatever we want, whatever it costs other people or the planet. Christmas turns that upside down.

I wish you a happy, love-filled and laughter-filled Christmas, and a New Year where we all know the peace of Christ, whatever is going on in the world.
With love,
Julia
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M.U. News
Caring for people in difficult circumstances was revealed to our members at the November meeting. Marie a friend of Pat Davies came to talk to us about her 22 years as a nurse in the army. Her service after training took her to Germany, Iraq, the Falkland Islands, two tours to Northern Ireland during the time of ‘the troubles’ as well as Colchester and Catterick in England. It was a very interesting talk, through which her Christian faith was shown to have sustained her life.
Dates to Remember
Monday 3rd Dec – M.U. Solway Deanery Advent Carol Service 7pm in St Mary’s Harrington (helpers at 6.30)
Thursday 13th Dec – our own Carols by Candlelight 7pm – don’t forget a candle!

Thursday 10th Jan – Christmas meal

MU extra news

Subscription for 2019 is £19.

Jan 10th – our Christmas meal at Galloping Horse. Names and menu choices will be taken at Dec 13th meeting.

Mince pie makers for Dec 3 – you can deliver from 10 – 12 on the day or bring before 6.45 on the night.

Confirmation.

On June 2nd at 3pm, our new bishop, Emma Ineson, will be coming to join us for our confirmation service. Confirmation is an opportunity to make public statements of faith and is open to anyone aged from year 6 to over 100. If you fit into that age bracket and would like to think about getting confirmed, please have a word with Julia. We will be starting to have confirmation preparation sometime in the New Year.
Our Regular Activities
	
	Events (many of these activities only run during term time. Please use contact number for details)
	Contact (all codes 01946 unless otherwise stated

	Sunday
	Services in Church at 8.00am and 10.30am (for further details of services, see page 12).
Go 4 It during 10.30am service on 4th Sunday of the month 
Study Group at 7pm on alternate Sunday evenings
	Rev Julia Powley 830215
Ann 832384

Susan 832653

Rev Julia Powley

830215

	Monday
	Pram Club 10 – 11.30am, Church Hall
Explorer Scouts 7.15 – 9.15pm, Scout Hut, East Avenue
	Marion Walker
834470
Andrew Hardy
832810

	Tuesday
	Cubs 6 – 7.30pm, Scout Hut
Youth Group 6.15pm – 7.45pm 

(alternate Tuesdays)

Crafty Mary’s 3rd Tuesday 7.00pm
	Fiona Woodward 832506
Andrew Callaway

833223

Rev Julia Powley

830215

	Wednesday
	Beavers 5.30-6.30pm, Scout Hut
Scouts 7 – 9pm, Scout Hut
	John Fleming 833630

Andrew Brown 832384

	Thursday
	Holy Communion 9.30am, Church

Pram Club 10 – 11.30am, Church Hall
Choir Practice 7 – 8pm, Church

Mothers Union (2nd Thursday of month) 7.00pm, Church Hall
	Rev Julia Powley 830215

Carole Pattinson

830222
Ann Hill 830072

Audrey Armstrong 830507

	Saturday
	Messy Church – (3rd Saturday of month) 4pm to 6pm, Church Hall 
Soup on Saturday - (2nd Saturday of month) 11.30am – 1pm, Hall
Men’s Breakfast – (last Saturday of the month) 9.30am.
	Rev Julia Powley

830215

Rev Julia Powley

830215

Ron Hill
830072


From the Registers – October 2018
HOLY BAPTISM
We give thanks to God for the gift of new life.  We remember in our prayers those little ones who have recently been baptised:
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7th October – Erin Shepherd (born 12, 01, 18)

7th October – Isaac Elliott (born 27, 04, 18)

21st October – Blair Adams (born 20, 03, 18)
We pray for the parents and Godparents and their responsibility to bring up these children in the faith. 
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HOLY MATRIMONY
6th October 2018    Samantha Christie and     Christopher Steven Nutter

We pray for God’s blessing on them as they begin their new lives together as husband and wife.
THE DEPARTED
We remember those whose earthly journey has come to an end: 

Peter Isaacs who died on 4th October aged 71
Violet Hutchinson who died on 4th October aged 92

Irene Quayle who died on 5th October aged 71

We commend all our departed loved ones to God’s eternal love and care.  We remember all those who have lost loved ones and pray that God may strengthen, comfort and support them in their bereavement.
Readings for December and January
December 2nd    Advent Sunday

1 Thessalonians 3 vs 9 - 13 
Luke 21 vs 25 - 36

December 9th    Advent 2 

Scouts
December 16th    Advent 3 

Philippians 4 vs 4 - 7 

Luke 3 vs 7 - 18

December 23rd    Advent 4

Micah 5 vs 2 - 5a   


 Luke 1 vs 39 - 55

December 24th    Midnight Service

Isaiah 9 vs 2 - 7   


 Luke 2 vs 1 - 20

December 25th    Morning service 

Isaiah 52 vs 7 - 10    

John 1 vs 1 - 14

December 30th    Christmas 1 

Colossians 3 vs 12 - 17 

Luke 2 vs 41 - 52

January 6th        Epiphany
Isaiah 60 vs 1 – 6


 Matthew 2 vs 1 - 12

January 13th    Baptism of Christ
Isaiah 43 vs 1 - 7 


Luke 3 vs 15 - 17 and 21 - 22

January 20th    2nd after Epiphany
1 Corinthians 12 vs 1 - 11 
John 2 vs 1 - 11

January 27th    3rd after Epiphany
1 Corinthians 12 vs 12 - 31a Luke 4 vs 14 - 21

St Mary’s Church, Harrington – 250 Club
Subs are due in January £12 for the full year or £6 for half a year and the prizes each month are £50, £20 and £5. You don’t have to belong to the Church to have a ticket - you could sell them to family or friends at work etc. Please see Anne Falcon (0782 187 5509) if you would like to purchase any tickets.

October Winners:-
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£50 44 Leah Brown
£20 114 Fiona Fletcher
£5 2 Fiona Woodward
November Winners:-

£50 218 Rebekah Falcon
£20 64 Sandra & Paul McIndoe
£5 1 Hannah c/o Pam Douglas

THANK YOU

The money collected for Leprosy came to a total of £150.

Thanks to all who contributed.

Marion Walker

Church Hall

The Church Hall is available for private hire. Please contact Sheila Richardson (07710 996695) for further details and bookings.
Church Rota – December & January
Date

Reader
Prayers
Sidespersons

Chalice

2nd Dec
Gemma


Wrena & Leah

Ian & Ann W 

9th Dec




Parade service 
16th Dec
Julie



Julie & Andrea

Leah & Charles 

23rd Dec
Susan


Muriel & Liz

Ann H & Muriel
30th Dec 
James

Margaret & Ann D
Chris &
6th Jan
Wrena


Julie H & Andrea

Mary Fr & Anne F
13th Jan
Carol C


Family Worship
20th Jan
Graham


Muriel & Leah

Ian & Ann W
27th Jan
Mary Fr
Ron

Pauline & Marion

Leah & Charles
Church Cleaning – November
1st Dec – Pam Douglas& Julie Hardy
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8th Dec – Marilyn Cowan & Phyllis Bell
15th Dec – Mary Frances & Pat Davies
22nd Dec – Jackie & Charles Murray
29th Dec – Andrea McTaggart

5th Jan – Eleanor Kerr & Ann Weir

12th Jan – Muriel Hill & Liz Murray

19th Jan – Leah Brown & Sylvia Murphy

26th Jan – Marion Walker & Brenda Hodgson

Coffee Morning Rota – November
2nd Dec – Leah & Pam
 

9th Dec – Scout Coffee Morning – Julie Topping
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16th Dec – Muriel & Liz
 

23rd Dec – Ann H & Carole

30th Dec – Wrena & Andrea
6th Jan – Margaret & Audrey
13th Jan – Julie & Sue
20th Jan – Marion & Muriel
27th Jan – Ann Brown & Susan
If you can’t make any of these dates, please arrange a swap with someone.
Church of England welcomes Scout decision that ‘Duty to 
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Home Communion
If you know of anyone who would like home communion please contact Julia (01946 830215)

Collections for October 2018
7th - £118.20

14th - £105.00

21st - £153.50

28th - £136.50

Our thanks to those who continue to support us with their giving.
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Did you know that if you are a taxpayer, for every £1 donation you make to the Church we can claim 25p tax back from H M Revenue & Customs 
(at no extra cost to you). If you have not already signed a Gift Aid declaration please see Ann Brown for a form.












Thank You
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Harrington Scouts
Christmas Card Delivery Service, drop your cards in the special post boxes at St Mary’s Church Hall, Scout Hut on East Avenue

Pioneer & The Galloping Horse (if open)
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We will deliver to:-

High Harrington, Harrington & Salterbeck for a small donation

Last drop Friday 7th December – All cards will be 

delivered on Sunday 9th December

Merry Christmas from Harrington Scout Group
Important Dates – December 2018
Sunday 2nd Dec

Holy Communion



8.00am





Holy Communion



10.30am

Distington Christmas Fayre – community centre

12.00am




Study Group



7.00pm
Monday 3rd Dec

Solway M.U. Advent Carol service
7.00pm

Thursday 6th Dec

Holy Communion



9.30am




Choir practice



7.00pm

Saturday 8th Dec   
Soup on Saturday   11.30am - 1.00pm
Sunday 9th Dec

Holy Communion



8.00am





Parade Service



10.30am




Christmas Fayre



11.30ish




Healing Service



6.00pm

Thursday 13th Dec
Holy Communion



9.30am





M.U.





7.00pm
Sunday 16th Dec

Holy Communion



8.00am





Holy Communion



10.30am




Study Group



7.00pm

Thursday 20th Dec 
Holy Communion



9.30am





Choir practice



7.00pm
Sunday 23rd Dec

Holy Communion



8.00am





Holy Communion & Go for it

10.30am
Carols by candlelight with refreshments 6.00pm

Monday 24th Dec

Crib and Christingle Service

3.30pm





Midnight Communion


11.30pm

Tuesday 25th Dec

Christmas Communion


10.30am

Sunday 30th Dec

Holy Communion



8.00am





Holy Communion



10.30am
Important Dates – January 2019

Thursday 3rd Jan

Holy Communion



9.30am

Sunday 6th Jan 

Holy Communion



8.00am





Holy Communion



10.30am




Study Group



7.00pm

Thursday 10th Jan
Holy Communion



9.30am




M.U. Christmas Meal

Saturday 12th Jan
Soup on Saturday   11.30am - 1.00pm
Sunday 13th Jan

Family Worship in the Church Hall
10.30am





Healing Service



6.00pm





Study Group



7.00pm

Tuesday 15th Jan

Crafty Marys



7.00pm

Thursday 17th Jan
Holy Communion



9.30am





Choir practice



7.00pm

Friday 18th Jan

Film Club




7.00pm

Saturday 19th Jan
Messy Marys

4.00pm – 6.00pm
Sunday 20th Jan

Holy Communion



8.00am





Holy Communion



10.30am
Thursday 24th Jan
Holy Communion



9.30am





Choir practice



7.00pm

Saturday 26th Jan
Men’s breakfast



9.30am




Prayer ministry training in the Church Hall





See Julia for details

Sunday 27th Jan

Holy Communion



8.00am





Holy Communion & Go for it

10.30am




Study Group



7.00pm


Soup on Saturday
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Good Food and Good Company

Saturday 8th December 11.30am – 1pm

ALL WELCOME
Come and join us for a bowl of delicious homemade soup, a bread roll and a cup of tea/coffee all for just £2.00 – we do hope you can join us and we guarantee a warm welcome to all.
Parish Magazine
If you are reading this magazine and don't receive a monthly copy (but would like to) or if you know someone who would like to receive the magazine each month, please contact Ann Brown (01946 832384) and we will add you to the relevant distribution list. There are 10 issues each year and the cost is £4.00 per year.[image: image15.jpg]



Tuesday Morning Gang

We are a group who meet on Tuesday mornings (9.30 to 11.30) to do odd jobs around the Church and Church Hall. If you have some spare time and would like to help please contact Ian Smith (831246)
February Magazine

We would be pleased to receive any articles, news or items of interest for inclusion in the Parish magazine. If anyone has anything to be included in the October 2018 magazine, please give it to Julia or Andrew or Carol Callaway before 18th January 2019.
Welcome Packs
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We have put together welcome packs for families moving into the new estates in Harrington. They contain general information about the area (schools, doctors, libraries, shops, local clubs etc), bus timetables, bin collection dates etc as well as information about St Marys and what we do and (most importantly) chocolate. If you notice someone new moving into a house near you, please ask for a pack to deliver to them and say hello! 
5p challenge

November collection has reached £49.50.
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This is an amazing amount and will pay for another 4 panes of glass.

The next total will cover two months so hopefully we can collect £50.

Please leave your 5p coins in the back of church.

Thanks Carol.
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Go 4 It

[image: image19.jpg]


Go 4 It is usually held on the fourth Sunday of the month at 10.30am in the Church Hall and is for children of all ages - parents are more than welcome to join us or you can join the service in Church if you wish. Go 4 It includes crafts, songs, stories, games and prayers. We then join the service in Church at approximately 11.15am. 
            All welcome – come along and join us!
Crafty Mary’s

We now have a craft club at St Mary’s on the third Tuesday of each month in the Church Hall. Please don’t feel that you have to be good at something – we just want to get together with friends for a cuppa and enjoy making/doing or whatever – some of us have now started making things for charities. If you are interested, please come and join us on Tuesday 15th January and bring your friends – all are very welcome.
Men’s breakfast
If you like good company, good food and a good chat then men’s breakfast is right up your street. We meet at the Galloping Horse usually on the last Saturday of the month at 9.30am. If you want to know more give Ron Hill a call (830072).
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Pram Club
Pram Club meets in the Church Hall on Mondays and Thursdays from 10am to 11.30am during term time. Parents, Grandparents and carers are all welcome – have a chat and a cuppa and watch the children play. We stop for Christmas from December 17th to the children go back to school afet Christmas.
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Open Tuesday and Thursday  
Church is open on Tuesdays & Thursdays from 10.00 a.m. until 3 p.m.

Come along and have a look around at the Walk of Remembrance displays, learn a little more about St Mary’s, spend time in quiet prayer or reflection, introduce a friend to our building or come for a chat – sometimes the kettle is on!

If you can spare an hour and a half and want to help out please add your name to the sheet at the back of church or see Carol Callaway.
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 Film Club 
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Next Film Club Evening is Friday 18th January at 7pm. There is no charge to either join the club or view films but a suggested donation of £2 for each film you watch would be great. This is just to cover our costs and will include tea, coffee or juice.  If you would like to bring your own wine we will provide glasses. Film club is open to anyone over the age of 18.
Website

We have a new website for the United Benefice which covers the activities of both St Mary’s Harrington and The Holy Spirit Distington. The website is new so we are looking for comments and ideas to include. Have a look and tell either James Mossop or Andrew Callaway (me!) what you think. 
The web address is www.stmarys-harrington-and-holyspirit-distington.co
If you want to email your thoughts my email address is a.callaway@talktalk.net 
Thanks Andrew
BOOK CLUB
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HAPPY
{)1 CHRISTMAS!
Read the Christmas
story in Luke 1:1 - 2:21

I3

5t

When Mary gave birth to Jesus she wrapped him
in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger. There
were shepherds in a field nearby looking after
their sheep. An angel of the Lord appeared to
them and the glory of the Lord shone around
them and they were terrified. The angel said,
"Do not be afraid! Listen carefully, | bring you
good news! Today your Saviour has been

born, He is Christ the Lord.”
Then an army of angels appeared

praising God. When the angels
left the shepherds hurried
to Bethlehem, found
Joseph and Mary

and saw the baby
lying in a manger.
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Do you enjoy reading and like to have a chat about the books you read? If you do then our Book Club is just for you. We meet in the Church Hall every other month after Soup on Saturday. The next meeting is on Saturday 12th January 2019 at 1.00pm and the book we are discussing is ‘The girl you left behind’ by Jojo Moyes.
Revised hours for Open Church
Please note that from the beginning of December church will be open for visits, chats and prayer on Thursdays. We will start on December 6th being open from 10 a.m. until 1.30 p.m. This will be reviewed in February and any changes announced in the March magazine.

I hope that you will be able to pop in one week. If you would like to come to church but cannot make these times please contact me (Carol Callaway 01946 833223) and I’m sure that we will be able to organise something.

Room

(Luke 2:6,7)

There was no room for Him.

There is no room.

In a world full of 

grasping, acquiring and keeping,

of rights and demanding and self-centred living,

there is no room for Him,

the Child who is God.

The world is full.

And yet…without Him,

without Jesus,

this full world is empty.

Make room.

Invite Him in.

Make room.

Find life in all the fullness

Christmas offers –

Love and hope and joy and peace.

Emmanuel,

God with us and in us, always.

Make room!

by Daphne Kitching
December Crossword
Across

1  ‘How long will you — your face from me?’ (Psalm 13:1) (4) 

3  ‘Let us, then, go to him outside the camp, bearing the — he bore’(Hebrews 13:13) (8) 

9  Posh sin (anag.) (Romans 8:15) (7) 

10 Solemn pledges (Matthew 5:33) (5) 

11 Italian term for full orchestra (5) 

12 ‘For he who avenges blood remembers; he does not — the cry of the afflicted’ (Psalm 9:12) (6) 

14 Prescience (1 Peter 1:2) (13) 

17 Where a Hindu holy man lives (6) 

19 ‘If he found any... who belonged to the Way, whether — — women, he might take them as prisoners’ (Acts 9:3) (3,2)

22 Fragrance (2 Corinthians 2:15) (5) 

23 Vine hen (anag.) (Jonah 1:2) (7) 

24 Precious stone decorating the twelfth foundation of the New Jerusalem (Revelation 21:20) (8) 

25 ‘Will you keep to the old path that evil men have — ?’ (Job 22:15) (4)

Down

1  ‘Then Moses raised his arm and struck the rock twice with — — ’ (Numbers 20:11) (3,5)

2  ‘You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, “ — — murder”’ (Matthew 5:21) (2,3)

4  One of Paul’s many hardships endured as a servant of God (2 Corinthians 6:5) (13)

5  ‘We ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, — inwardly’ (Romans 8:23) (5)

6  Changed (Daniel 6:8) (7) 

7  ‘My yoke is — and my burden is light’ (Matthew 11:30) (4) 

8  Recoil (Revelation 12:11) (6) 

13 ‘O Lord, you have — me and you know me’ (Psalm 139:1) (8) 

15 ‘ — to me the joy of your salvation’ (Psalm 51:12) (7) 

16 Express sorrow (Isaiah 16:7) (6) 

18 ‘Then he said to Thomas, “ — out your hand and put it into my side”’ (John 20:27) (5) 

20 ‘God has said, “ — will I leave you; — will I forsake you”’ (Hebrews 13:5) (5) 

21 Son of Onam and brother of Shammai (1 Chronicles 2:28) (4)

November Answers
ACROSS: 1, Hopefulness. 9, Hitting. 10, du Pre. 11, Ere. 13, Ozni.

16. Wait. 17, Climbs. 18, Obey. 20, Joni. 21, Cuckoo. 22, In it. 23,

Yaws. 25, Elm. 28, Alarm. 29, Epistle. 30, Whitsuntide.

DOWN: 2, Often. 3, Exit. 4, Urge. 5, Node. 6, Soprano. 7,

Theological. 8, Westminster. 12, Rebuke. 14, Icy. 15, Ritual. 19,

Epitaph. 20, Joy. 24, Acted. 25, Emit. 26, Menu. 27, Gift.
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