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Dear friends,
I am writing this on a beautiful morning at Rydal Hall. There has been some snow over night but not too much, and the sun is shining, not a breath of wind blowing. Just perfect. 
As I walked along the path, enjoying the peace, the quiet was interrupted by a long line of sheep, shouting at the top of their voices, some at full gallop across a field and some walking more slowly. The excitement was caused by their shepherd, at the other side of the field, offering them food. 

What struck me was how the sheep at the back of the line even heard the shepherd. But, of course, they did not need to hear him for themselves as they set off on their journey. All they had to do was follow the sheep in front of them. But at some stage, they would need to decide for themselves whether they trusted that man with the food, whether they dared to try it for themselves. On a snowy day, no doubt the decision would be easier than if it was the middle of summer.

It is a good picture of the Christian life. Jesus offers us food, whatever is going on in our lives. At first, we don’t know whether to trust him, even whether he exists. But we know people who do trust him and who know him. And so, at first, all we need to do is follow, see what they receive. But at some stage we need to decide for ourselves whether we want to eat.

I wonder where we are on the journey across a snowy field. Are we galloping towards a loving and gracious Lord who longs to provide for our needs? Perhaps we were galloping but right now we have slowed down, maybe not so sure as we used to be, perhaps because of what has happened on the journey so far. Perhaps we are just not sure of him, but we know people who are.

Wherever we are on that journey, I pray that none of us will miss out on what we are offered, especially in these uncertain and challenging times. If you are looking to move forward on the journey, I would love to have the conversation with you.
With love,
Julia
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M.U. News
In December our own members night was a great success with eight members reading Christmas poems and all of us giving our best singing  of nine carols. We sat in our usual large circle and ended with a final hand held blessing.
Earlier, on December 3rd, we hosted eighty members of Solway Deanery to the annual Advent Carol Service. All went off without a hitch as our own members read lessons, welcomed visitors and later served refreshments. Six members had made delicious trays of mince pies.
We have just finished with Christmas events as on January 10th thirty two members and friends enjoyed our seasonal meal and prize bingo with raffle at the Galloping Horse.

Happy New Year to all.

Dates to Remember
Thursday 14th January – AGM, quiz and teaplate supper at 7.00pm. Kitchen duty Marion Walker and Pauline Armstrong.
Theme for 2019 M.U.
Listen, observe and act in step with God.
Thank you to all who donated to the Mothers Union stall at the Christmas Fayre, £98 was raised.
Muriel Hill

Confirmation.

On June 2nd at 3pm, our new bishop, Emma Ineson, will be coming to join us for our confirmation service. Confirmation is an opportunity to make public statements of faith and is open to anyone aged from year 6 to over 100. If you fit into that age bracket and would like to think about getting confirmed, please have a word with Julia. We will be starting to have confirmation preparation sometime in the New Year.
Our Regular Activities
	
	Events (many of these activities only run during term time. Please use contact number for details)
	Contact (all codes 01946 unless otherwise stated

	Sunday
	Services in Church at 8.00am and 10.30am (for further details of services, see page 12).
Go 4 It during 10.30am service on 4th Sunday of the month 
Study Group at 7pm on alternate Sunday evenings
	Rev Julia Powley 830215
Ann 832384

Susan 832653

Rev Julia Powley

830215

	Monday
	Pram Club 10 – 11.30am, Church Hall
Explorer Scouts 7.15 – 9.15pm, Scout Hut, East Avenue
	Marion Walker
834470
Andrew Hardy
832810

	Tuesday
	Cubs 6 – 7.30pm, Scout Hut
Crafty Mary’s 3rd Tuesday 7.00pm
	Fiona Woodward 832506
Rev Julia Powley

830215

	Wednesday
	Beavers 5.30-6.30pm, Scout Hut
Scouts 7 – 9pm, Scout Hut
	John Fleming 833630

Andrew Brown 832384

	Thursday
	Holy Communion 9.30am, Church

Pram Club 10 – 11.30am, Church Hall
Choir Practice 7 – 8pm, Church

Mothers Union (2nd Thursday of month) 7.00pm, Church Hall
Youth Group 7.15pm – 8.30pm 

(2nd & 3rd Thursdays)
	Rev Julia Powley 830215

Carole Pattinson

830222
Ann Hill 830072

Audrey Armstrong 830507
Andrew Callaway

833223

	Saturday
	Messy Church – (3rd Saturday of month) 4pm to 6pm, Church Hall 
Soup on Saturday - (2nd Saturday of month) 11.30am – 1pm, Hall
Men’s Breakfast – (last Saturday of the month) 9.30am.
	Rev Julia Powley

830215

Rev Julia Powley

830215

Ron Hill
830072


From the Registers – November/December 18
HOLY BAPTISM
We give thanks to God for the gift of new life.  We remember in our prayers those little ones who have recently been baptised:
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4th November – Mika Carruthers (born 31, 12, 17)

4th November – Jacob Ismay-Key (born 03, 07, 18)

18th November – Cade Arthur Rewcastle (born 24, 07, 18)

25th November – Jayce Walker (born 05, 08, 18)

2nd December – Theo Williamson (born 30, 08, 18)

We pray for the parents and Godparents and their responsibility to bring up these children in the faith. 
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HOLY MATRIMONY
3rd November    James Wood and Stacy Peat

1st December     Jon-Karl Benson and Sara Boyes

We pray for God’s blessing on them as they begin their new lives together as husband and wife.
Church Hall

The Church Hall is available for private hire. Please contact Sheila Richardson (07710 996695) for further details and bookings.
THE DEPARTED
We remember those whose earthly journey has come to an end: 

Mary Tiemey who died on 26th October aged 74

Isaac Armstrong who died on 1st November aged 91

Henry Scott who died on 31st October aged 95

Doreen Bimey who died on 1st November aged 85

Julia Brash who died on 11th November aged 62

William Wilson who died on 19th November aged 70

Annetta Carlile who died on 26th November aged 84

George Minshaw who died on 27th November aged 81

Linda Newberry who died on 10th December aged 65

We commend all our departed loved ones to God’s eternal love and care.  We remember all those who have lost loved ones and pray that God may strengthen, comfort and support them in their bereavement.
Readings for February
February 3rd    Candlemas    
Malachi 3 vs 1 - 5    
Luke 2 vs 22 - 40

February 10th    5th after Epiphany    
Isaiah 6 vs 1 - 8    

Luke 5 vs 1 - 11

February 17th    3rd before Lent    
Jeremiah 17 vs 5 - 10    
Luke 6 vs 17 - 26

February 24th     2nd before Lent    
Revelation 4    

Luke 8 vs 22 - 25

St Mary’s Church, Harrington – 250 Club
Subs are due in January £12 for the full year or £6 for half a year and the prizes each month are £50, £20 and £5. You don’t have to belong to the Church to have a ticket - you could sell them to family or friends at work etc. Please see Anne Falcon (0782 187 5509) if you would like to purchase any tickets.

January Winners:-
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£50  9  Ron & Ann Hill
£20  24  Dorothy Dodds
£5  199  Pat Davies
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Home Communion
If you know of anyone who would like home communion please contact Julia (01946 830215)

Window Restoration Update

Well done everyone we have sold a quarter of the panes in our congregation window, a fantastic effort. Lets keep going and see if we can get to half way before Easter, that would be a fantastic achievement. 

If you can sell a pane to family, friends or work colleagues then please do so. 

We have applied for another grant so lets all keep our fingers crossed that we will get some financial assistance from them.

We are also looking at a separate funder for the large East Window and if we meet their criteria will be applying to them as well.

Look out for our next fundraiser which will hopefully be a Bunny Drive. More information to follow.

Many thanks to everyone who has supported this project without you we wouldn't be as far as we are.

Pam

Church Rota – February
Date

Reader
Prayers
Sidespersons

Chalice

3rd Feb
Ann H


Julie & Andrea

Chris 

10th Feb
Jacky

Family service
Jacky & Kelly


 
17th Feb
Charles


Margaret & Ann D 
Ann H & Muriel
24th Feb
Ian

Ron

Muriel & Leah

Mary F & Anne F
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Church Cleaning – February
2nd Feb – Ann Brown & Susan Janulis 

9th Feb – Karen D, Sue W & Denise M
 

16th Feb – Anne Falcon & Debbie Yates 

23rd Feb – Pam Douglas& Julie Hardy
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Coffee Morning Rota – February
3rd Feb – Leah & Pam
 

10th Feb – Ann H & Carole
 

17th Feb – Wrena & Andrea
 

24th Feb – Margaret & Audrey
If you can’t make any of these dates, please arrange a swap with someone.
Church of England welcomes Scout decision that ‘Duty to 
CHLDREN’S SOCIETY

I would like to thank everyone who contributed to the Children’s Society this year, either through the box collection or the Christingle Service. We raised a superb sum of £637.00  for the work done with this country’s vulnerable children and young people. Anyone wishing to have a collection box to save through the year for this worthy course, please get in touch with me on 01946 830222.  

Once again a big thank you.

Carole Pattinson. 
Collections for November & December 2018
4th Nov - £302.60

11th Nov - £166.80

18th Nov - £144.50

25th Nov - £124.00

2nd Dec - £168.00

9th Dec - £122.00

16th Dec - £220.20

23rd Dec - £93.50

30th Dec - £294.50

Our thanks to those who continue to support us with their giving.
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Did you know that if you are a taxpayer, for every £1 donation you make to the Church we can claim 25p tax back from H M Revenue & Customs 
(at no extra cost to you). If you have not already signed a Gift Aid declaration please see Ann Brown for a form.












Thank You

Christmas Draw prize winners

Prize

£50




Mr G Price

Christmas cake

Mr B Rothery


Bottle of whisky

Mrs R Douglas

M&S voucher


Mrs R Douglas

Christmas Flowers in Church 
Thank you to everyone who decorated the Church (and the Hall) this Christmas – the trees and the flowers looked beautiful. 
Thanks also to the lads who put the lights on the tower.
Important Dates – February 2019

Sunday 3rd Feb 

Holy Communion



8.00am





Holy Communion



10.30am




Study Group



7.00pm

Thursday 7th Feb

Holy Communion



9.30am




Choir practice



7.00pm
Saturday 9th Feb

Soup on Saturday   11.30am - 1.00pm
Sunday 10th Feb

Family Worship in the Church Hall
10.30am





Healing Service



6.00pm





Study Group



7.00pm
Thursday 14th Feb
Holy Communion



9.30am





M.U.





7.00pm
Saturday 16th Feb
Messy Marys

4.00pm – 6.00pm

Sunday 17th Feb

Holy Communion



8.00am





Holy Communion



10.30am
Tuesday 19th Feb

Crafty Marys



7.00pm

Thursday 21st Feb
Holy Communion



9.30am





Choir practice



7.00pm

Friday 22nd Feb

Film Club




7.00pm

Saturday 23rd Feb
Men’s breakfast



9.30am
Sunday 24th Feb

Holy Communion



8.00am





Holy Communion & Go for it

10.30am




Study Group



7.00pm

Thursday 28th Feb
Holy Communion



9.30am





Choir practice



7.00pm
2 February - The Presentation of Christ in the Temple/ Candlemas

In bygone centuries, Christians said their last farewells to the Christmas season on Candlemas, 2 February.  This is exactly 40 days after Christmas Day itself.

In New Testament times 40 days old was an important age for a baby boy: it was when they made their first ‘public appearance’.  Mary, like all good Jewish mothers, went to the Temple with Jesus, her first male child - to ‘present Him to the Lord’.  At the same time, she, as a new mother, was ‘purified’.  Thus, we have the Festival of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple.

So where does the Candlemas bit come in? Jesus is described in the New Testament as the Light of the World, and early Christians developed the tradition of lighting many candles in celebration of this day.  The Church also fell into the custom of blessing the year’s supply of candles for the church on this day - hence the name, Candlemas.

The story of how Candlemas began can be found in Luke 2:22-40.   Simeon’s great declaration of faith and recognition of who Jesus was is of course found in the Nunc Dimittis, which is embedded in the Office of Evening Prayer in the West.  But in medieval times, the Nunc Dimittis was mostly used just on this day, during the distribution of candles before the Eucharist.  Only gradually did it win a place in the daily prayer life of the Church.
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Soup on Saturday
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At St Mary’s Parish Church Hall, Harrington
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Good Food and Good Company

Saturday 9th February 11.30am – 1pm

ALL WELCOME
Come and join us for a bowl of delicious homemade soup, a bread roll and a cup of tea/coffee all for just £2.00 – we do hope you can join us and we guarantee a warm welcome to all.
Parish Magazine
If you are reading this magazine and don't receive a monthly copy (but would like to) or if you know someone who would like to receive the magazine each month, please contact Ann Brown (01946 832384) and we will add you to the relevant distribution list. There are 10 issues each year and the cost is £4.00 per year.[image: image14.jpg]



Tuesday Morning Gang

We are a group who meet on Tuesday mornings (9.30 to 11.30) to do odd jobs around the Church and Church Hall. If you have some spare time and would like to help please contact Ian Smith (831246)
March Magazine

We would be pleased to receive any articles, news or items of interest for inclusion in the Parish magazine. If anyone has anything to be included in the March 2019 magazine, please give it to Julia or Andrew or Carol Callaway before 13th February 2019.
Welcome Packs
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We have put together welcome packs for families moving into the new estates in Harrington. They contain general information about the area (schools, doctors, libraries, shops, local clubs etc), bus timetables, bin collection dates etc as well as information about St Marys and what we do and (most importantly) chocolate. If you notice someone new moving into a house near you, please ask for a pack to deliver to them and say hello! 
5p challenge
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December saw £27.50p collected and January £15.05p which will pay for another four panes.
In total our 5p collections have paid for eleven panes which is a great effort.
Please leave your 5p coins in the back of church.

Thanks Carol.
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Go 4 It
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Go 4 It is usually held on the fourth Sunday of the month at 10.30am in the Church Hall and is for children of all ages - parents are more than welcome to join us or you can join the service in Church if you wish. Go 4 It includes crafts, songs, stories, games and prayers. We then join the service in Church at approximately 11.15am. 
            All welcome – come along and join us!
Crafty Mary’s

We now have a craft club at St Mary’s on the third Tuesday of each month in the Church Hall. Please don’t feel that you have to be good at something – we just want to get together with friends for a cuppa and enjoy making/doing or whatever – some of us have now started making things for charities. If you are interested, please come and join us on Tuesday 19th February and bring your friends – all are very welcome.
Men’s breakfast
If you like good company, good food and a good chat then men’s breakfast is right up your street. We meet at the Galloping Horse usually on the last Saturday of the month at 9.30am. If you want to know more give Ron Hill a call (830072).
[image: image19.wmf]Pram Club
Pram Club meets in the Church Hall on Mondays and Thursdays from 10am to 11.30am during term time. Parents, Grandparents and carers are all welcome – have a chat and a cuppa and watch the children play. 
(Luke 2:22-35)
Sometimes old people see things, sometimes they understand,
their years and experience lending wisdom – sometimes.

But that day in the Temple was beyond human sight and understanding,
beyond human wisdom.

That day in the Temple, God moved.

And Simeon saw, with Holy Spirit sight,
with revelation light,
the realisation of God’s promise.

Simeon held Jesus and knew his Saviour,
The pain – and the peace.
By Daphne Kitching
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God’s love is...

Change each letter to the letter
before it in the alphabet.
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HOW LONG IS GOD’S LOVE?
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find the Bible verse, then look it up.
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How does God show he loves us?
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“The steadfast love of
the Lord never ceases”
Lamentations 3:22
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 Film Club 
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Next Film Club Evening is Friday 22nd February at 7pm. There is no charge to either join the club or view films but a suggested donation of £2 for each film you watch would be great. This is just to cover our costs and will include tea, coffee or juice.  If you would like to bring your own wine we will provide glasses. Film club is open to anyone over the age of 18.
BOOK CLUB
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Do you enjoy reading and like to have a chat about the books you read? If you do then our Book Club is just for you. We meet in the Church Hall every other month after Soup on Saturday. The next meeting is on Saturday 9th March 2019 at 1.00pm and the book we are discussing is ‘I capture the castle’ by Dodie Smith.
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Revised hours for Open Church

Church will be open for visits, chats and prayer on Thursdays from 10 a.m. until 1.30 p.m. This will be reviewed in February and any changes announced in the March magazine.

I hope that you will be able to pop in one week. If you would like to come to church but cannot make these times please contact me (Carol Callaway 01946 833223) and I’m sure that we will be able to organise something.

Christmas Fair 
Thank you to everyone who supported the Christmas Fair and especially the stall holders for all their hard work. A grand total of £1,432.00 was raised for church funds.
Harrington Scouts Christmas Card Postal Service 

Thanks to everyone who once again supported the Scouts Christmas Card Postal Service this Christmas - £398.90 has been raised for Scout funds. Well done to the Scouts and parents who helped to deliver the cards.

Heavenly Father,
Thank You for loving us.
Thank You for sending Jesus and for the work of Your Holy Spirit in opening people’s eyes to recognise Him.
Please open our eyes and hearts afresh to Him.
Help us to truly trust Him and to be aware of the price He paid so that we can know Your peace and live with You forever.
 
By Daphne Kitching
Every Sunday we pray for those in need, but it feels very different when we are those being prayed for. Of course we are used to praying for other people and I’m sure most of us wonder how much they mean to those we pray for and how effective they are. Well I can tell you both Grace and myself are so grateful for your prayers and offers of help we have had. The last few months have been a bit of a roller coaster, culminating with radiotherapy. Please accept our thanks for all your prayers, ‘get well’ and Christmas cards, they helped us remain positive throughout and we are sure 2019 will see us cured of our cancers (we always do things together, but this was a little extreme). 

We can confirm how helpful prayer is and will be trying even harder in the future.

God Bless,  

Ken & Grace Wright
February Crossword
Across
1  Salary (Isaiah 19:10) (4) 

3  Question Jesus asked of those healed of leprosy, ‘Were not all ten — ?’ (Luke 17:17) (8) 

9  Wide, elevated level area of land (Joshua 13:9) (7) 

10 ‘So you also must be — , because the Son of Man will come... when you do not expect him’ (Matthew 24:44) (5) 

11 ‘[He] said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He — — , and his hand was completely restored’ (Luke 6:10) (3,2) 

12 ‘Who has gathered up the wind in the — of his hand?’ (Proverbs 30:4) (6) 

14 Not born again (13)

17 ‘Again and again he — the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins’ (Hebrews 10:11) (6)

19 Mails (anag.) (5) 

22 ‘He — — here; he has risen’ (Matthew 28:6) (2,3) 

23 Defeated (Judges 20:43) (7) 

24 Soldiers’ quarters (Acts 21:34) (8) 

25 ‘Pillars of marble’ were how the Beloved described those of her Lover (Song of Songs 5:15) (4)
Down

1  Totally destroyed (Genesis 7:23) (5,3) 

2  What the Philippian jailer was told to do with his prisoners Paul and Silas (Acts 16:23) (5) 

4  Object of ridicule (Job 12:4) (8-5) 

5  In most years, the month in which Easter falls (5) 

6  For example, Caesarea, Joppa, Tyre, Sidon (7) 

7  ‘[Jesus] was in the desert for forty — , being tempted by Satan’ (Mark 1:13) (4) 

8  ‘Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power — to our God’ (Revelation 19:1) (6) 

13 Mend dots (anag.) (8) 

15 Purifier (Malachi 3:3) (7) 

16 Attacked (1 Samuel 27:8) (6) 

18 The good Samaritan to the innkeeper: ‘When I return, I will reimburse you for any — expense you may have’ (Luke 10:35) (5) 

20 How Matthew described the crowds who followed Jesus (Matthew 4:25) (5) 

21 For example, one of 25 Across (Judges 19:29) (4)

December answers

ACROSS: 1, Hide. 3, Disgrace. 9, Sonship. 10, Oaths. 11, Tutti. 12, Ignore. 14, Foreknowledge. 17, Ashram. 19, Men or. 22, Aroma. 23, Nineveh. 24, Amethyst. 25, Trod. 

DOWN: 1, His staff. 2, Do not. 4, Imprisonments. 5, Groan. 6, Altered. 7, Easy. 8, Shrink. 13, Searched. 15, Restore. 16, Lament. 18, Reach. 20, Never. 21, Jada.
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