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Dear friends,
Welcome to spring! Or at least, it will be by the end of the month, as we go through a month which includes the first four weeks of Lent, and Mothering Sunday. On Mothering Sunday, we move into summer time, which means that the clock in my car will be correct for six months. And so the year moves on, so quickly. In the speed of it all, we need to make space to stop, to notice the seasons change, and to attend to the special things within the month.

There are two special things to which I would like to invite you. Both involve walking, one physical and one spiritual. First, the physical. During Lent, our bishops James and Emma are walking round the edges of the diocese and stopping at various places. On March 19th, along with Richard Teale (leader of the Methodist Church in Cumbria) and Sarah Moore (leaders of the United Reformed Church in Cumbria), they will come to Workington, just for a few hours. You can join us to walk with them from big Asda into the town centre at midday on that day, or to walk from the Hub out to Great Clifton with them, leaving the Hub at 3pm. If you would prefer to avoid the walking, come to Costas in the Hub between 12.30 and 3pm and meet them. Bring your awkward questions, or your questions about church and faith, or just come to say hello to our new Bishop Emma. It is rare for us to have all the main church leaders here at once, so do take the opportunity to meet them.

The second walk is Lent itself. Lent invites us to stop, to take some account of where we are in our walk with God, and to start again if that is what we need to do. It is a time of preparation, so that we will be able to celebrate Easter with joy. We will be having a Lent group starting on March 10th, to which all are welcome. But even in our daily lives, Lent invites us to make space, maybe just a few minutes each day, space to be quiet, to let God speak, to pray, to learn a little more of His love.

Enjoy your walks, physical and spiritual. And have a good Lent.
With love,
Julia
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M.U. News
Family life and relationships were the focus for our February meeting. After our AGM with a review of activities and events in 2018 and an account of our finances by Wrena we had a quiz given by Marion. We had a puzzling time with photographs of parents and their children followed by twenty five questions about issues concerning family life. One lucky team of four won with an almost perfect score. We shared a faith supper to end a pleasant evening.
“Count your blessings” Lent project leaflets were given out.

Dates to Remember
Thursday 14th March – Tom O’Donnell speaks on Papua New Guinea
Monday 25th March – Lady Day, Dearnery service at Westfield 7.00pm

The mother of a choice!

Who will your Mothering Sunday card be addressed to this year?  If that sounds a silly question, consider this: last year, for the first time in the UK, you could choose between cards that called your mother Mother, Mum or – Mom.
Paperchase was the company who brought in the American flavoured ‘Mom’, and the reason may be linked to all the American cartoons British children enjoy.  But it seems that ‘Mom’ is also used in the UK, at least in the Midlands.

Prof Carl Chinn, a Birmingham linguistics expert, says there is evidence that ‘Mom’ was used prior to WW1.  In Birmingham, “people have been replacing the ‘a’ with an ‘o’ in various words since the ancient medieval times.”  Certainly the Birmingham Yardley MP, Jess Philips, uses the term ‘Mom’, and insists that Hansard record her saying ‘Mom’ and not ‘Mum’ in the House of Commons.

Our Regular Activities
	
	Events (many of these activities only run during term time. Please use contact number for details)
	Contact (all codes 01946 unless otherwise stated

	Sunday
	Services in Church at 8.00am and 10.30am (for further details of services, see page 12).
Go 4 It during 10.30am service on 4th Sunday of the month 
Study Group at 7pm on alternate Sunday evenings
	Rev Julia Powley 830215
Ann 832384

Susan 832653

Rev Julia Powley

830215

	Monday
	Pram Club 10 – 11.30am, Church Hall
Explorer Scouts 7.15 – 9.15pm, Scout Hut, East Avenue
	Marion Walker
834470
Andrew Hardy
832810

	Tuesday
	Cubs 6 – 7.30pm, Scout Hut
Crafty Mary’s 3rd Tuesday 7.00pm
	Fiona Woodward 832506
Rev Julia Powley

830215

	Wednesday
	Beavers 5.30-6.30pm, Scout Hut
Scouts 7 – 9pm, Scout Hut
	John Fleming 833630

Andrew Brown 832384

	Thursday
	Holy Communion 9.30am, Church

Pram Club 10 – 11.30am, Church Hall
Choir Practice 7 – 8pm, Church

Mothers Union (2nd Thursday of month) 7.00pm, Church Hall
Youth Group 7.15pm – 8.30pm 

(2nd & 3rd Thursdays)
	Rev Julia Powley 830215

Carole Pattinson

830222
Ann Hill 830072

Audrey Armstrong 830507
Andrew Callaway

833223

	Saturday
	Messy Church – (3rd Saturday of month) 4pm to 6pm, Church Hall 
Soup on Saturday - (2nd Saturday of month) 11.30am – 1pm, Hall
Men’s Breakfast – (last Saturday of the month) 9.30am.
	Rev Julia Powley

830215

Rev Julia Powley

830215

Ron Hill
830072


From the Registers – January 2019
HOLY BAPTISM
We give thanks to God for the gift of new life.  We remember in our prayers those little ones who have recently been baptised:
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6th January – Wyatt Millar (born 08, 09, 18)
20th January – Jesse Sharp (born 23, 02, 16)

27th January – Charlotte Cowen (born 10, 05, 18)

We pray for the parents and Godparents and their responsibility to bring up these children in the faith. 

THE DEPARTED
We remember those whose earthly journey has come to an end: 

Jean McCue who died on 24th December aged 78

Douglas Short who died on 22nd December aged 69

Gavin Pattison who died on 1st January aged 67

Harry Brown who died on 13th January aged 84

Neil Routledge who died on 11th January aged 40

We commend all our departed loved ones to God’s eternal love and care.  We remember all those who have lost loved ones and pray that God may strengthen, comfort and support them in their bereavement.
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Home Communion
If you know of anyone who would like home communion please contact Julia (01946 830215)

Readings for March
3rd March    Sunday next before Lent   
2 Corinthians 3 v12 to 4 v2
 
Luke 9 vs 28 - 36

6th March    Ash Wednesday                    
Psalm 51 vs 1-18
            

John 8 vs 1 - 11

10th March    Lent 1 
Deuteronomy 26 vs 1 - 11     

Luke 4 vs 1 - 13

17th March    Lent 2                                    
Genesis 15 vs 1 - 12 and 17 - 18    
Luke 13 vs 31 - 35

24th March    Lent 3                                    
Isaiah 55 vs 1 - 9                            
Luke 13 vs 1 - 9

31st March    Mothering Sunday                
Joshua 5 vs 9 – 12


Luke 15 vs 1 - 3 and 11b - 32

St Mary’s Church, Harrington – 250 Club
Subs are due! £12 for the full year or £6 for half a year and the prizes each month are £50, £20 and £5. You don’t have to belong to the Church to have a ticket - you could sell them to family or friends at work etc. Please see Anne Falcon (0782 187 5509) if you would like to purchase any tickets.

February Winners:-
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£50   95  
Andrew Hardy
£20  227
David & Michelle Yates
£5    38
Elsie Anderson



Church Rota – March
Date

Reader
Prayers
Sidespersons

Chalice

3rd Mar
Kelly



Jacky & Kelly  

Ian & Ann W 

10th Mar
Gemma

Family service



 
17th Mar
Julie



Pauline & Marion 
Chris &
24th Mar
Susan
Ron

Julie & Andrea 

Leah & Charles

31st Mar
James


Margaret & Ann D
Ann H & Muriel
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Church Cleaning – March
2nd Mar – Marilyn Cowan & Phyllis Bell
9th Mar – Mary Francis & Pat Davies
 

16th Mar – Jackie & Charles Murray 

23rd Mar – Andrea McTaggart
30th Mar – Eleanor Kerr & Ann Weir
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Coffee Morning Rota – March
3rd Mar – Julie & Sue
 

10th Mar – Marion & Muriel
 

17th Mar – Ann Brown & Susan
 

24th Mar – Leah & Pam
31st Mar – Ann Hill & Carole
If you can’t make any of these dates, please arrange a swap with someone.
Church of England welcomes Scout decision that ‘Duty to 
Church Hall

The Church Hall is available for private hire. Please contact Sheila Richardson (07710 996695) for further details and bookings.
ASH WEDNESDAY

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday.  But why ‘Ash’ Wednesday?  The reason has to do with getting things right between you and God, and the tradition goes right back to the Old Testament.

In the Old Testament, the Israelites often sinned.  When they finally came to their senses, and saw their evil ways as God saw them, they could do nothing but repent in sorrow.   They mourned for the damage and evil they had done.  As part of this repentance, they covered their heads with ashes.  For the Israelites, putting ashes on your head, and even rending your clothes, was an outward sign of their heart-felt repentance and acknowledgement of sin.  (See Genesis 18:27; 2 Samuel 13:19; Job 2:8, 30:19; Isaiah 58:5; Jeremiah 6:26; Jonah 3:6)

In the very early Christian Church, the yearly ‘class’ of penitents had ashes sprinkled over them at the beginning of Lent. They were turning to God for the first time, and mourning their sins.   But soon many other Christians wanted to take part in the custom, and to do so at the very start of Lent.  They heeded Joel’s call to ‘rend your hearts and not your garments’ (Joel 2:12-19).  Ash Wednesday became known as either the ‘beginning of the fast’ or ‘the day of the ashes’.

The collect for today goes back to the Prayer Book, and stresses the penitential character of the day. It encourages us with the reminder of the readiness of God to forgive us and to renew us.

The Bible readings for today are often Joel 2:1-2, 12 – 18,  Matthew 6: 1-6,16 – 21 and Paul’s moving catalogue of suffering, “as having nothing and yet possessing everything.” (2 Corinthians 5:20b – 6:10)

The actual custom of ‘ashing’ was abolished at the Reformation, though the old name for the day remained.  Today, throughout the Church of England, receiving the mark of ashes on one’s forehead is optional.   Certainly the mark of ashes on the forehead reminds people of their mortality:   “Remember that you are dust and to dust you will return…”  (Genesis 3:19)

The late medieval custom was to burn the branches used on Palm Sunday in the previous year in order to create the ashes for today.

The Collect for Ash Wednesday is:

Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing that you have made and forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts that we, worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, may receive from you, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Confirmation.

On June 2nd at 3pm, our new bishop, Emma Ineson, will be coming to join us for our confirmation service. Confirmation is an opportunity to make public statements of faith and is open to anyone aged from year 6 to over 100. If you fit into that age bracket and would like to think about getting confirmed, please have a word with Julia. We will be starting to have confirmation preparation sometime in the New Year.


February collection is £60.50.
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This is truly amazing and will pay for another 6 panes of glass because we had some money left over from previous months.

We really seem to have got into the 

habit of collecting the coins – please continue.

 Please leave your 5p coins in the back of church.

Thanks Carol.

Collections for January 2019
6th Jan - £158
13th Jan - £174
20th Jan - £146.90

27th Jan - £142.50
Our thanks to those who continue to support us with their giving.
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Did you know that if you are a taxpayer, for every £1 donation you make to the Church we can claim 25p tax back from H M Revenue & Customs 
(at no extra cost to you). If you have not already signed a Gift Aid declaration please see Ann Brown for a form.












Thank You

Important Dates – March 2019

Sunday 3rd Mar 

Holy Communion



8.00am





Holy Communion



10.30am
Wed 6th Mar     Ash Wednesday Communion with imposition of ashes 7pm

Thursday 7th Mar

Holy Communion



9.30am




Choir practice



7.00pm
Saturday 9th Mar

Soup on Saturday   11.30am - 1.00pm
Sunday 10th Mar

Family Worship in the Church Hall
10.30am





Healing Service



6.00pm





Lent study Group



7.00pm
Thursday 14th Mar
Holy Communion



9.30am





M.U.





7.00pm
Saturday 16th Mar
Messy Marys

4.00pm – 6.00pm

Sunday 17th Mar

Holy Communion



8.00am





Holy Communion



10.30am




Lent study Group



7.00pm
Tuesday 19th Mar

Crafty Marys



7.00pm

Thursday 21st Mar
Holy Communion



9.30am





Choir practice



7.00pm

Friday 22nd Mar

Film Club




7.00pm

Saturday 23rd Mar
Men’s breakfast



9.30am
Sunday 24th Mar

Holy Communion



8.00am





Holy Communion & Go for it

10.30am




Lent study Group



7.00pm

Thursday 28th Mar
Holy Communion



9.30am





Choir practice



7.00pm
Sunday 31st Mar

Holy Communion



8.00am




Mothering Sunday parade

10.30am




Lent study Group



7.00pm
Lent study group
Our Lent group this year meets in the Rectory on the 10th, 17th, 24th and 31st of March at 7.00pm. All are welcome.
USED POSTAGE STAMPS

Many thanks to all the people who donated postage stamps – they are very much appreciated. Can you please leave about half an inch of envelope around them though.


Thanks



Marion Walker
What a world, what a world, whirling and twirling
Twisting and turning spinning in space,
God with His finger brings order from chaos
Mountains and seas all put in place.

Man the peak of all His creation
Awakes to a world full of beauty and grace,
Walks in the garden with God his creator
Fellowship sweet as they meet face to face.

What a world, what a world, whirling and twirling
Twisting and turning peace now has gone
Ignoring his Lord bringing chaos from order
Fellowship broken, man now all alone.

It’s His world, not our world
He has come to reclaim it,
Restoring communion foolishly lost,
Our Saviour, Redeemer with undeserved grace
Brings us back to the fold through the work of His cross.

By Megan Carter

Soup on Saturday
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At St Mary’s Parish Church Hall, Harrington
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Good Food and Good Company

Saturday 9th March 11.30am – 1pm

ALL WELCOME
Come and join us for a bowl of delicious homemade soup, a bread roll and a cup of tea/coffee all for just £2.00 – we do hope you can join us and we guarantee a warm welcome to all.
Query
If you can quote lines out of the Bible, are you well-versed in it?

Parish Magazine
If you are reading this magazine and don't receive a monthly copy (but would like to) or if you know someone who would like to receive the magazine each month, please contact Ann Brown (01946 832384) and we will add you to the relevant distribution list. There are 10 issues each year and the cost is £4.00 per year.[image: image13.jpg]



Tuesday Morning Gang

We are a group who meet on Tuesday mornings (9.30 to 11.30) to do odd jobs around the Church and Church Hall. If you have some spare time and would like to help please contact Ian Smith (831246)
April Magazine

We would be pleased to receive any articles, news or items of interest for inclusion in the Parish magazine. If anyone has anything to be included in the April 2019 magazine, please give it to Julia or Andrew or Carol Callaway before 16th March 2019.
Welcome Packs
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We have put together welcome packs for families moving into the new estates in Harrington. They contain general information about the area (schools, doctors, libraries, shops, local clubs etc), bus timetables, bin collection dates etc as well as information about St Marys and what we do and (most importantly) chocolate. If you notice someone new moving into a house near you, please ask for a pack to deliver to them and say hello! 
(John 8:1-11)
A familiar scene …
Crowds of people with strong views,
clamouring, demanding their way,
intolerant of others
who made different mistakes, different choices.
A raucous, intimidating, egocentric baying for action.
A familiar scene…

Where is the love?
Where is the compassion?
Where is the concern for the common good?
How long Lord, will your teaching be ignored?

How long till the stone-throwing stops?

By Daphne Kitching
Sing for your Supper:

Thursday 14th March, 6.30pm for 7pm, the Bridge Centre.
 
An evening with ‘Travelling Light’, a chance to enjoy a light supper, to sing along with the band and to learn more about Sierra Leone and the 2019 Christian Aid Week Theme “More Happy Birth Days”. Intrigued? Come along and enjoy this free event, to be held at the Bridge Centre, Central Square, Workington. Contact your Churches Together rep or Valerie Hallard for any more info (and offers of food!). 
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Go 4 It
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Can you find these words in the word search above?

LENT + ASH WEDNESDAY « FORTY DAYS
JESUS « WILDERNESS « TEMPTATION « PRAY « FAST
DENY « REPENT « SORRY « FORGIVE « GIVE « HELP PRAY
PREPARE « REFLECT « THINK « READ « SCRIPTURE

BIBLE « WORD « REMEMBER « WORSHIP « GOD

Mar19 © deborah noble ¢ parishpump.co.uk



Go 4 It is usually held on the fourth Sunday of the month at 10.30am in the Church Hall and is for children of all ages - parents are more than welcome to join us or you can join the service in Church if you wish. Go 4 It includes crafts, songs, stories, games and prayers. We then join the service in Church at approximately 11.15am. 
            All welcome – come along and join us!
Crafty Mary’s

We now have a craft club at St Mary’s on the third Tuesday of each month in the Church Hall. Please don’t feel that you have to be good at something – we just want to get together with friends for a cuppa and enjoy making/doing or whatever – some of us have now started making things for charities. If you are interested, please come and join us on Tuesday 19th March and bring your friends – all are very welcome.
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Men’s breakfast
If you like good company, good food and a good chat then men’s breakfast is right up your street. We meet at the Galloping Horse usually on the last Saturday of the month at 9.30am. If you want to know more give Ron Hill a call (830072).
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Pram Club
Pram Club meets in the Church Hall on Mondays and Thursdays from 10am to 11.30am during term time. Parents, Grandparents and carers are all welcome – have a chat and a cuppa and watch the children play. 
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 Film Club 

[image: image20.wmf]
Next Film Club Evening is Friday 22nd March at 7pm. There is no charge to either join the club or view films but a suggested donation of £2 for each film you watch would be great. This is just to cover our costs and will include tea, coffee or juice.  If you would like to bring your own wine we will provide glasses. Film club is open to anyone over the age of 18.
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Revised hours for Open Church

Church will be open for visits, chats and prayer on Thursdays from 10 a.m. until 1.30 p.m. This will be reviewed in February and any changes announced in the March magazine.

I hope that you will be able to pop in one week. If you would like to come to church but cannot make these times please contact me (Carol Callaway 01946 833223) and I’m sure that we will be able to organise something.
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BOOK CLUB
Do you enjoy reading and like to have a chat about the books you read? If you do then our Book Club is just for you. We meet in the Church Hall every other month after Soup on Saturday. The next meeting is on Saturday 9th March 2019 at 1.00pm and the book we are discussing is ‘I capture the castle’ by Dodie Smith.
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"The vicar's looked at the weather
forecast and is preparing us
for another roof-appeal."




March Crossword

Across

1  These letters come between Romans and Galatians (11) 

9  ‘You will not — me to the grave’ (Psalm 16:10) (7) 

10 King of Moab to whom the Israelites were subject for 18 years (Judges 3:14) (5) 

11 Town possessing mineral spring (3) 

13 Mede (anag.) (4) 

16 High-fidelity (abbrev.) (4) 

17 He succeeded his father Rehoboam as king of Judah (1 Kings 14:31) (6) 

18 A son of Simeon (Genesis 46:10) (4) 

20 Controversial religious book of the 1970s, The — of God Incarnate (4)

21 ‘He has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you — — and hear’ (Acts 2:33) (3,3)

22 ‘You — me together in my mother’s womb’ (Psalm 139:13) (4) 

23 Edit (anag.) (4) 

25 ‘Who has believed our message and to whom has the — of the Lord been revealed?’ (Isaiah 53:1) (3) 

28 Abraham’s brother (Genesis 22:23) (5) 

29 ‘When Mordecai learned of — that had been — , he tore his clothes’ (Esther 4:1) (3,4) 

30 Sympathetic (Proverbs 11:16) (4-7)
Down

2  ‘That was why his parents said, “He is — —; ask him”’ (John 9:23) (2,3)

3  Integrated Services Digital Network (1,1,1,1) 4


4  ‘Saul has slain his thousands, and David his — of thousands’ (1 Samuel 18:7) (4) 

5  Concept (John 8:14) (4) 

6  ‘Do we, then, — the law by this faith? Not at all! Rather, we uphold the law’ (Romans 3:31) (7) 

7  Industrious (2 Timothy 2:6) (11) 

8  ‘I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be — in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you (Ephesians 1:18) (11) 

12 ‘Out of the same mouth come — and cursing’ (James 3:10) (6) 

14 This was how many of the Jewish leaders described Jesus (John 10:20) (3) 

15 Vitality (Job 20:11) (6) 

19 He urged David to kill Saul at Hakilah (1 Samuel 26:8) (7) 

20 ‘So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul — with the church and taught great numbers of people’ (Acts 11:26) (3) 

24 ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord — — ’ (Deuteronomy 6:4) (2,3) 

25 Parched (Matthew 12:43) (4) 

26 ‘In the image of God he created him; — and female he created them’ (Genesis 1:27) (4) 

27 Disparagement (Psalm 15:3) (4)
February answers

ACROSS: 1, Wage. 3, Cleansed. 9, Plateau. 10, Ready. 11, Did so. 12, Hollow. 14, Unregenerated. 17, Offers. 19, Islam. 22, Is not. 23, Overran. 24, Barracks. 25, Legs. 

DOWN: 1, Wiped out. 2, Guard. 4, Laughing-stock. 5, April. 6, Seaport. 7, Days. 8, Belong. 13, Oddments. 15, Refiner. 16, Raided. 18, Extra. 20, Large. 21, Limb.
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